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: SECT. I. 


SIR, 
HE frequent and /ate dealings you 


; have had in the Examination of 
Fitches, and the regards of one that hath a 
wery particular honour for you, have 
Srought you the trouble of ſome Co N- 
$IDERA TIONS -o0n the Subject. And 
though what I have to ſay, be bur the un- 
Zaccurate produc of a little leiſure ; yet 1 
; | hope 
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hope it may afford you ſome, not unreafo.J 
nable, accounts of the odd phenomena off 
ritchcraft and Faſcination; - and contributel 
tothe DEFENCE of the Truth, and 
certainty of matters , which you know by 3 
Experiments that could not deceive, in ſpites 
of the petty exceptions of thoſe that are® 
reſolved to believe nothing in affairs of this? 
nature. E--4 T7 3 i 

AND if any thing were to be much ad-3 
mired in an Age of Wonders, not only offi 
Nature (which 1s a conſtant Prodigy ) but 
of Men and Marners; it would be to mie? 
matter of Aftoniſhment, that Men, other-® 
wiſe witty and izgentows, arc fallen into the# 
conceit that there's zo ſuch thing as a Witch, * 
or Apparition, bur that theſe are the crea-"3 
tures of Melancholly and Superſtition , to- 
ſter'd by 72oraxce and deſig; which, com- 
paring the coxfideace of their drsbelief” with: 
the evidexce of the things denied, and the Þ 
weakneſs of their grounds , would almoſt ® 
ſuggeſt, thar themſelves are an argument 
of what they dezy; and that ſo confident 
an Opinion could not be held upon ſuch: 
inducements, but by ſome kind of witch-: 
craft , and Faſcination in the Fancy, And: 
perhaps that evil Spirit, whoſe influences * 
they will not allow in Actions _ ro! 
ucn® 
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o-Fſach Caules, hath a greater hand, and- in- 
offftereſt in their Propoſition than they are 
te aware 'of. For that ſubri/ enemy of Man- 
1d) kinde (fince Providence will not permit him 
Yy Ito miſchief us without our own concur- 
ref rexce) attempts that by flratagem and arti- 
ref fce, which he could never ette& by opex 
1S7 wayes of ating ; and the ſucceſs of all wiles 
7 depending upon their ſecrecy, and conceal- 


1-9 ment, his influence is never more dangerous 
off than when his agezcy is leaſt ſuſpeed. In 


7 order therefore to the carrying on the dark 
ef and hidden deſigns he manageth againſt 
r-7 our Happineſs, and our Souls, he cannot 
c:3 expe to advantage himſelf more, than by 
/ 8 » . . » 

2 inftnuating a belief, That there i xo ſuch 
* thing as himſelf, but that fear and fancy 
- * make Devils now, as they did Gods of old. 
- 7 Nor can he ever draw the aflent of men to 
# ſo dangeros an aflertion, while the ſtanding 
L ſexſible evidences of his exiſtence 1n his pra- 
| : ices by and upon his 7»ſtrumerts are not 

* diſcredited and removed. 

? TIS doubtleſs therefore the intereſt of 
17 this Agent of darkneſs to have the world 
- 3 believe, that the 20770 they have of him 
1”. is but a phantbme, and conceir”; andin or- 
5? derthereunto, That the ſtories ol Witches, 
Apparitions , and indeed every thing thar 
brings 
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brings tidings of another world , are but 
melancholick Dreams, and pioms Romances. 
And when men are arriv'd thus far, to 
think there are- no azabolical contracts or 
_ apparitions , their beliet chat there arc ſuch 
Spirits , reſts only upon their Faith, and 
Reverence to-the Divine Oracles, wiich 
we have little reaſon to apprehend {o great 
in ſuch aflertors, as to command much 
From their aflent ; eſpecially in ſuch things 
in which they have corrupt intereſts againſt 
their evidexce, So that he that thinks there 
is no itch, believes a Devil grats, or at 
leaſt upon inducements, which he is like 
to finde himſelf diſpoſed to deny wnen 
he pleaſeth. And when men are arrived to 
this degree of diffidence and infidelity , we 
are beholden to them it they believe cither 
Angel, or Spirit, Reſurreftion of the Body, or 
Immortality of Souls, Thele things hang to- 
gether in a Chaia of connexion, at Jeait in 
theſe mens Hypotheſis ; and tis but an kap- 
py chance it he that hath Joſt oze zh, holds 
another. So that the v#als of Religion being 
ſo much interefled in this ſubject, it will 
not be unneceflary imployment particularly 
to diſcourſe it. 
AND inorder to the proof that there 


nave bcen, and are awnlawful confederacies 
with 


abort VVitchcraft, + 
with -evi/ ſpirits, by vertue of which "the 
helliſh accomplices pertorm things above their 
natural powers ; I muſt premiſe, rhar this 
being matter of Fatt, is only capable oitie 
evidence of anthority, and ſenſe : And by 
both zheſe, the being of witches and dzabol:- 
cal contratts, 1s moit abundantly confirer de. 
All Hiſtories are {ull of the exploits oi thoſe 
Inſtruments of darkneſs, and: the teſtimony of 
all Ages,” notonly oithe rune and barbaroms, 
bur of the. molt c;v:liz/d andipoliſh'd warld, 
. brings tidings-oi their ſtrange periormances: 
We have the atteſtation of thouſands 'oteye 
and ear-witnefles,. and thoſe nor of the eafis 
ly deceivable vulgar only, bur'of wiſeand 
grave diſcerners ; and that,when no inteceft 
could oblige them to agree: togetihcr.1n a 
common Lye : I ſay,we have the light-oi all 
theſe circumſtances to confirm us in the: þe- 
lief of things done by perſons of deſpicable 
. power and knowledge, .beyond the reachof 
Art, and ordinary Nature. Standing publick 
Records have been kept of theſe well atteſted 
Relations, and Epocha's made of thoſe un- 
wonted events. Laws in many Nations-have 
been enaced againſt -thoſe vile pradtices:; 
thoſe among the Fews and our ewn arc noto- 
ri0us ; uch.cales have been often determi- 
ned near us, by wiſe and-#everend Fudges, 
=O upon 
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upon tlear and convictive: evidence 2: and 
thouſands in our own Nation have ſuffered 
death tor their wile compatts with apoſftate 
ſpirits. All theſe I might largely prove in 
their particular inſtances, bur that *ris not 
needtull, ſince thoſe that deny the being of 
witches, do\it not out of ignorance of theſe 
Heads of Argument ,. of which probably 
they have heard a thouſand times ; Bur . 
from an apprehenſion that ſuch a belief is ab- 
ſard, and the things poſſible, And upon 
theſe preſumptions they contemn All de- 
monſtrations of this nature,and are hardned 
againſt convidion:And I think,thoſe that can 
| believe all Ziftories are Romances;that all the 
wiſer worl1 have agreed together to juggle 
mankinde into a common belief of uzgroun- 
ded fables; that the ſound ſenſes of multitudes 
together may deceive them, and Laws are 
built upon Chymera's ; that the graveſt and 
wiſeft Tudges have been Murderers and the 
ſageſt perſons Fools, or deſigning Impoſtors* 
1 ſay, thoſe that can believe this heap of 
abſurdities, are citner more credulows than 
thoſe whoſe credulity they . reprehend; or 
clſc have ſome. extraordinary evidence of 
their perſwaſton, wiz. That *tis abſurd, and 
impoſſible there ſhould be a rritchor Apparition. 
And 1 am confident, were thoſe /ittle ap- 

pearances 
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pearancesremov*d, which men have form'd 
in their tancies againſt the belief: of ſach 
things; their own evidence would make its 
way to mens aſſent, without any more 
arguments than what they know already ta 
enforce it. There is nothing then neceflary 
to be done, in order to the eſtabliſhing the 
belief I would reconcile to mens minds ; 
but to endeavour the removal of thoſe pre- 
| juaices they. have received againſt it : the 
chief of which I ſhall particularly deal with. 
And I begin with that bold Aſſertion, Thar 


et 
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I. 
09T HE NOTION of « Spirit & 
| 2 impoſlible azd contradictious ; 
and conſequently , fo is that of Wuches, 
the belief of which is founded on that Do- 


rin. 


JO Cn OE ——_— 


O WHICH OBFECTION 4 
anſwer , 

(1) If the motion of a Spirit 36 be ab- 

ſurdas is pretended = of 4 @ 0D, and 
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a.SO-U L diftintt from matter, and immor- 
tal, ate likewiſe abſurdities. And then, That 
the world was jumbled into this elegant and 


orderly Fabrick by chance ; and that our Souls: 
arc only parts of Matter, that came toge- 


ther we know_not whence, nor how , and 
ſhall again ſhortly be djſſo{v/4 into thoſe 
looſe Atoms that componnd them ; That all 
our conceptions are but the thruſting. of one 


part of matter a Jpek another; and the | 


1dea's of our minds mcer blind, and caſual 


motions: Theſe, and a thouſand more the 
otofleſt empoſſtbilities, and abſurdities (conſe- 
quents ot this-Propoſition, That the notion of 
a Spirit # abſurd ) will be ſad certainties and 


demonſtrations." And with ſuch Afertors I 
would ceaſe to-diſcourſe- about witches, 


and Apparitions , and addreſs my ſelf to 


obrain. their aſſent to 7ruths infinitely more 
Sven.  N: 

© AND yet {2) thoogh it ſhould be gran- 
ted'rhem, that a ſubſtarce immaterial is as 
much a coxtradittion as they can fancy ; yet 
why ſhould they not believe that the tr 
and all the Regzozs above us, may have their 
inviſible intelletual Agents, of nature like 
unto our Souls, be that what it will; and 
ſome of them ar leaſt as much degenerate 
as the vileſf and moſt miſchievous among 
| | Men, 


\ 


| Thar fince this little ſpot. is ſo thickly peep 
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Men. This Hypotheſis will be-enough to 
ſecure the poſſubrlity of witches and Apparte 
tions. And that all the upper Stories of the 
Univerſe are furniſh'd with Tuhabitazts, tis 
Infinitely reaſonable to conclude. from the. 
analogy of Nature ;, Since we ſee there 1s. 
nothing ſo contemprtible and vile. 1; the. 
world we reſide in, but hath its,living creat; 
tures that dwell upon it ; the; Earth, the: 
water, the wrferiour Air ; the Bodies of Ant- 
vals, the fleſh, the skin, the entrails ; the 
leaves, the roots,: the- ſtalks. ff Vegetables 
yea, and all kinde of 26zerals in the ſubter-. 
raneons Regions. I ſay, all theſe have their 


proper Inhabitants; yea, 1 ſuppoſe thts 


Rule may holdin all diſtin kinds of bodics. 


in the world, That they. have their peculiar 


Animals, The certainty of which I believe 
the. improvement of microſcopical obſerwati+: 
09s Will diſcoyer. From whence 1 infer.,. 
in every. Afome of it, *tis weakneſs to think, 
that all the vaſt ſpaces above, 'and hollows 
under ground, are deſert and! uninhabited; 
And it both the ſ#periour and lower Contr: 
zents of the Univerſe have thcir inhabi- 
rants alſo,” ris exceedingly inprobable,argu- 
ing from the” Tame analogy, that they.. arg 
all of the meer ſe-ſible raturebur that there 

ate 
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are at leaſt ſome of the Rational, andlrtelle- 
Fual Orders. Which ſuppoſed , there is 
good foundation for the belief of witches, 
and Apparitions ; though the zotion of a Spi- 
rit ſhould: mage as abſurd, and po phi- 
cal, as I judge the denyal of it. And ſo this 
firſt Objeion comes. to nothing, I deſcend 
\ thento the ſecond Prejudice, which may be 
thus formed in behalt of the ObjeiFors. 


SKkcT. III. 


M—— 


© - #S> 


(II.) HERE ARE Actions in moſt 
of thoſe Relations aſcribed to 

Witches, which are ridiculous and impoſ- 
ſible i» the nature of things ; ſuch are (1) 
their flying out of windows, after they 
have anointed themſebves, to remote pla- 
ees. (2) Their transformation 7zto Cats , 
Hares , and other Creatures. (3) Their 
feeling all the hurts i» their own bodies, 
which they have received in thoſe. (4) Their 
raiſing Tempeſts , by muttering ſome 10u- 
ſerfical words, or performing ceremonies 
alike impertinent as ridiculous. And (5) their 
being 4 ckd 7 4 certain private _ of 
, | their 
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their bodies by a Familiar. Theſe are pre- 
ſumed tobe ations inconſiſtent with the na- 
ture of Spirits, and above the powers of thoſe 

ver, and miſerable Agents, And therefore 
the ObjeRion ſuppoſeth them performed only 
by the fancy; and that the whole myſtery 
of Witclicraft 3 bat an illuſion of crafie ima- 
g1nation. 


__ 


IT 


wa this aggregate Objefion I return, 
| (x) In'the general, The more ab- 
ſurd and unaccountable theſe ations ſeem,the 
greater confirmations are” they to me of the 
truth of thoſe Relations, and the reality of 
what the Objefors would deltroy. For ticfe 
circumſtances being exceeding wrlikely, 
judging by the meaſures of common be- 

lief, *1s the greater probability they are 
| Hot filtitions;, For the contrivers of Filth 

ox5 uſe to form them as near as they 
conformably to the moſt unſuſpeited reali- 

ties, endeavouting to make them Jook as 

like truth as is poſlible in the main ſuppoſals, 
though withal they make them ffraxge in 

the cxrcamſtaznce. None but a fool or mad- © 
man would relate, with a purpoſe of having 
it believed, that he ſaw in Jreland, Mer 
with heofs on their heads, and eyes in their 


C4 breaſts ; 
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breaſts; or, if any ſhould be fo ridicu- 
louſly vain, as to be ſerious in ſuch an 2- 
credible Romance, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that all Travellers that come into. thoſe 
parts after him ſhould tell the ſame ſtory. 
There is a large field in fidFioz ; and it all 
thoſe Relations were arbitrary compoſiti- 
ons, doubtleſs the firſt Romarcers would 
have framed them more agreeable to rhe 
common dodrine of Spirits; art leaſt, at- 
ter theſe ſuppoſed abſurdities had been a 
thouſand times laugh'd ar, people by this 
time would have learn'd to corre& thoſe 
obnoxious extravagancies ; and though 
they. have nat. yet more verac/ty than the 
Ages of Jezorance and Superſtition , yet. 
one would expe& they ſhould have got 
more cunning... This ſuppos'd impuſſivility 
then of theſe performances, ſeems to me a 
probable argument that they are not wiltul, 
and deſigned forgeries. And if they are 
Fancies, "tis ſomewhat ſtrange, that 1ma- 
gination, Which is the moſt various thing 
in all the world, ſhould infinitely repeat the 

ſame coxcezt, in all times, and places. 
BUT again (2) the frarge Attions re-. 
lated of witches, and preſumed poſſible, 
are not aſcribed to their own powers; but 
to the Agency of thoſe wicked Confede- 
| rates 
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rates they imploy. And to affirm. that thoſe 
evil ſpirits cannot do that which we con- 
ceit impoſſible, is boldly toſtint the pow- | 
ers of Creatures, whoſe natures. and fa- 
culties we know not ; and to meaſure the 
world of ſpirits by the narrow rules of our 
own impotent beings, We {ce among. our 
ſelves the. performances of ſome Qut-go the 
conceits and poſſibilities of others.;. and Wwe 
know many things may; be, dane by the 


eMathematickes, and Mechanik Artifice, 
which common heads think impoſſible to 
be effected by the Joneſ wayes of Art, and 
Nature, And doubtleſs, the ſubtilries. and 
powers of thoſe iſchieveus Fiends are as 
much beyond the reach and aivities, of, 
the moſt knowing Agepts among us, as 
theirs are beyond the wit and ability-of the 
moſt 7uſtick and illiterate, So. that the ut- 
moſt that any mans reaſon in the world can 
amount to in this particular, is, enly this, 
that he cannot .coxcezve how, ſuch things 
can be performed ; which only argues the 
weakneff, and. imperfection of; our : know- 
ledge and apprehenſions , not: the inmpoſſibis 
lity of thoſe. performances: and we-can 
no more from hence. form, an, argument 
againſt zhexz, rhan againſt rhe moſt orapma- 
ry effeits in Nature. We cannot cone 
| now 
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how the Perm is: form'd 'in the Womb, nor 
as much as how a Plat ſprings from the 
Earth we tread on ; we know not how our 
Souls move the Body, nor how theſe diſtant 
and extream natures are united; as I have 
aboundantly ſhewn in my SCEPSIS SCIEN- 
TIFICA. And if we are 7gxorart of the 
molt ebw10z4 things about us, ' and the moſt 
confiderable withis our ſelves, *tis then no + 
wonder that 'we know not the conſtitution 
and powers of the Creatures, to whom we 
are ſuch ſtrangers. Brieflly then, watters of 
fa well proved ought not to be denied, 
becauſe we cannot conceive how they can be 
performed. Nor is it a reaſonable method 
of inference, firſt to preſume the thing 7m- 
pefſible, and thence to conclude that the 
fat cannot be proved. On the contrary, we 
ſhould judge of the ajor by the evidence, 
and not the evidence by the meaſures of our 
fancies about the atFion, This is proudly to, 
exalt our own op/#ions above the cleareſt . 
teſtimonies, and moſt ſexſfible demonſtrations 
of fait : and ſo to give the Zye to. all Marn- 
kind, rather than Froſt the coxceits of our 
bold imaginations, But yet further, 

(3) I THINK there is nothing in the 
zaſtances mention'd, but what may as well 
be accounted for by the Rules of —_— 
an 
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and Philoſophy, as the ordinary affairs of - 
Nature. For in telolving »atural Phenomena, © 
we can only aſſign the probable cauſes, ſhews- 
ing how things 22ay be, not preſuming how 
they are. And in the particulars under our 
Examen, We may give an account how *tis 
poſſible, and not wnlikely, that ſuch things 
(though ſomewhat varying trom the com- 
mon rode of Natare) may be acted, And if 
our narrow and contracted mindes can fur- 
niſh us with apprehenſions of the way and 
manner of -ſuch performances, though 
perhaps not the true ones, -'tis an argument 
thatſuch things may be cflected by creatures, 
whoſe powers and knowledge are fo vaſtly 
exceeding urs. I ſhall endeayour tlicrefore - 
bricfly to ſuggeſt ſome things that -may 
render the poſſibility of theſe performances 
conceivable, in order to the removal of 
_ this Objed#zox, that they are contradretions 
and impoſſible. | 3-5 tp 

FOR the FIRST then, That rhe confe- 
derate Spirit ſhould tranſport the witch 
through the Air to the place. of gencral 
Rendezvous, there is no difficulty in con- 
ceiving it ; and it that be true which great 
Philoſphers affirm, concetning the real 
ſeparability of the Soul from the Body with- 
out death, rhere is yer /eff; for then = 

| eaſic 


\ a Po 
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_eaſie to apprehend, that the -Sor/, having 


lefr its groſs and ſluggiſh Body behinde it, 
and - being cloath'd only with its ;»1ediate 
vehicle of Air, or more ſubtile matter, 
may be quickly conducted to any place it 
would be at, by thoſe officzoxes Spirits that 
attend it. And though 1 adventure to af- 
firm nothing concerning the #rath and cer- 
#ainty of this ſuppoſition, yet I muſt needs 
fay, it doth not ſeem to me_arreaſonable, 
And our experience of Apoplexies, Epilep- 
fies, Extafies, and the ſtrange things men - 
report to have ſeen during thoſe del:quiums, 
look favenrab{y upon this conjetFure ; which 
ſeems to me to' contradict no principle of 
Reafors' or Philoſophy ; {ince Death conſiſts 


not ſo much' in the aZxal ſeparation of Seut_ | 


and Body, as in the diſpoſition and urnfitneſs 
of the Body for vital union, AS an excellent 
Philoſopher hath made good, On which 
Hypothefis, the witches anointing her felt 
before ſhe takes her flight, .tmay perhaps 
ferve to keep the Body, ?eraptable, and in 
fir djſpofition to receive the. Spirit at its re- 
turn. Theſe things, Hay, we m1y conceive, 
though I affirm nothing About them, : and 
there ts not'any thing in ſuch conceptions but 
what hath been” own'd by 'men of worth 
and name; and may ſeem fair and accountable 

enough 
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enough to thoſe who judge not altogether 
by the meaſures ofthe populace,and cuſtomary , 
epinion. And there's a ſaying of the great 
Apoſtle that ſeems ro countenance this 
Platonick notion ;. what is the meaning elle 
of that expreſſion : [whether in the body or 
_ orit. of the od 7 cannot tell | except the Soul 
may be ſeparate from the body without 
death : which iff it be granted poſſible, *tis 
ſufficient for my (A. And | 

(2.) THE Transformations of Witches 
into the ſhapes of other Animals, upon the 
ſame ſuppoſal is very conceivable, fince then 
*tis caſe enough to imagine, that the power 
of imagination may form thole paſſive, and 
liable vehicles into thoſe ſhapes, with more 
eaſe than the faxcy ofthe other can the 
ſtubborn matter of the Fetws in the womb, 
as we (ce it frequently doth in the inſtances 
that occur of Signatures, and monſtrous 
Singularities ;,. and perhaps ſometimes the 
confederate Spirit puts tricks upon the ſenſes 
of the ſpectators, and thoſe ſhapes are only 
alluſions. 

BUT then (3.) when they feel the 
harts in their grof{ bodies, that they re- 
ccive in their azery vehicles, they muſt be 
ſuppoſed to have: been really preſent, at 
leaſt-in zZheſe latter ; and 'tis no may dit- 
culr 
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ficult to apprehend how the hurts of zhoſe 
ſhould be tranſlated upon their other bo- 
dies,” then how diſeaſes fhould be 7nflicfed 
by the imagination, or how the fancy of 
the Mother ſhould wound the Fei, as (e- 
veral credible relations do atteſt. 

AND (4.) for their raifing forms and 
tempeſ}s, They do it not, be ſure, by their 
own, but by the power of the Prince of the 
. Air, their friend and allie, and the Cere- 
2onies that are enjoyn'd them, are doubt- 
leſs nothing elſe but entertainments for 
their 7ginations, and are likely defign'd 
to per{wade them, thar #hey do theſe ſtrange 
things themſelves. | | 

AND Claſtly) for their being ſuck'd by 
the Familiar, 1 ſay (1) we know fo little 
of the nature of Demons and Spirits, that 
"tis no wonder we cannot certainly divine 
the reaſon of ſo ſtrange an ation. And 
yet (2) we may fone oi at ſome things 
that may render it leſs iprobable. For 
ſome have thought that the Gezii (whom 
both the Platonical and ( briftian Antiqui- 
z7y thought emboajed) are recreated by the 
reeks 'and waporrs of humane blood, and 
the ſpirits that procced from them : Vhich 
ſ{uppoſal (if we grant them: bodies) is not 
unlikely, every thing being. refreſ#d and 
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oariſh'd by its like. And that they are 
not perfectly abſtraf# from all body and 
matter, beſides the reverence we owe to 
the wiſeſt antiquity, there are ſeveral con- 
ſiderable arguments I could alledge to 
render 1t exceeding probable. Which 
things ſuppoſed, the Devil's ſucking the 
Sorcerefi is no great wonder, nor ditficulr 
to be acconted for. Or perhaps (3) this 
may be only a diabolical Sacrament and 
Ceremony to confirm the helliſh covenant. 
To which I adde, (4) That which to me 
ſeems moſt probable, viz. That the Fami- 
liar doth not only ſuck the witch, but in 
the action infuſeth ſome poyſorous ferment 
into her, which gives her zmagination and 
ſpirits a magical tinfture, whereby they 
become miſchievouſly influential, and the 
word verefica intimates ſome ſuch matter. 
Now that the 7magination hath a mighty 
power in operatio, is ſeen in the juſt now 
mention'd Signatures and: Diſeaſes that it 
cauleth ; and that the faxcy is mmedified by 
the qualities of the blood and ſpirits, is tao 
evident to need proof, VVhich things ſup- 
poſed, *tis plain to conceive that the evif 
ſþtrit having 6breath'd ſome wile vapour 1h- 
to the body of the witch, it may zaint her. 
blood and ſpirits with a noxious quality, by 
which 
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which her i»fetted imagination, heightned 
by- melancholy ,' and this worſe cauſe, may 
do-muchhnrr upon 6odzes that are impreſ- 
ſible by ſuch 7nfluences. And *tis very like- 
ly that this ferment diſpoſerh the 7magina- 
Zion of the Sorcerefſ to cauſe the mention- 
ed «dpaptort, or ſeparation of the ſoul from 
the body, and may perhaps keep the body in 
fit remper for zts re-entry ; as allo it may 
facilitate transformation, which, it may 
| be, could not be efiected by ordinary and 
#naſſiſted imagination. 


Thus we ſee, 'tis not ſo deſperate to. 


form an apprehenfion of the manner of 
theſe odd performances ; and © though 
, they are not done the way I have deſcrib'd, 
yet what I have ſaid may help us to a con- 
ceit of the poſſibility, which ſufficeth for 
.my purpoſe. And. though the Hypotheſis 
I have gone upon will ſeem as axlikely to 
'fome, as the things they attempt to explain 
are to others ; yet I muſt deſire their leave 
to ſuggeſt, that molt things ſeem 7m2probable 
(eſpecially to the concerted, and vpiniona- 
ve) at firſt propoſal : and many gprear 
#ruthes are ſtrange and odd , till ca- 
ftome and accquaintance ' have reconciled 


them to our fancies. And Tle preſume to 


add on this occaſion, (though I love' not 
to 


i) ' _ 
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| to be confident in affirming) that there is | 
'Þ none' of the Platoriral ſuppoſals I have uſed, 
bur what I-could make appear to be fair 
and reaſozable , to the capable and unpre- 
judic'd. | ai 


SECT. IV. 


III. 


UT (IE) 7 come to another preju- 

dice againſt the being of Witches 5 
which is, That "tis very improbable that the 
Devil who # a wile and mighty ſpirits 
Wſbould be at the beck of a poor Bag, and 
have ſo little 10 do, as to attend the errands 
and impotent luſts of a filly old woman, 


——_—_— 


——— 


O WHICH I might anſwer , (1) 
That *tis much more 7probable thar 
all the wor/d ſhould be deceie/d in matters 


him- 
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himſelf act like his - own temptations and 
 perſwaſtons. .: In . brief, there is nathing 
more ſtrange 1n this objection, than thar. 
wickedneſs 1s: baſeneſs and ſervility ; and 
that the Dew// 1s at leaſure to. ſerve rhoſe, 
hes at leaſure to tempt, and induſtrious 
to ruine. And again, (2) I fee no zeceſſity 
to believe that the. Devel is alwayes the 
witches confederate ; but perhaps it may 
ficly be confidered, whether the Familiar 
be not ſome departed humane ſpirit, for- 
ſaken of God and goodneſs, and {wallow- 
ed np by the unſatiable defire of miſchict 
and Tcvenge, which poſſibly by the /awes} 
and capacity of its ſtate it cannot execute 
immediately. And why we ſhould preſume 
that the Devil ſhould have the liberty of 
wandering up and down the Earth and] 
Air, whe he is ſaid to be heldin rhe chains 
of darkneſſ, and yet that the ſeparated 
ſouls . of the wicked, of whom no ſuch 
thing is afirnyd in any Sacred Record, 
ſhould be thought ſo i»»priſe/d, rhar rhey 
cannot poſſibly wag from the place of their 
coxfinement, | know no ſhadow of conje- 
&ure. This coxceit I'm confident hath 
prejudic'd- many: againſt rhe beliet, of w:t- 

ches and Apparitions ; they not being able 
_ to conceive that the Devil ſhould be fo 
ladicrom 


| » ludicrow as appearing ſpirits are ſome- 
times reported to be 1n their frolickss and 
-K they preſume, thar ſouls departed never 7e- 
| wiſit the free and oper Regions ; which 
confidence, I know nothing to juſtifie : 
; For fince good men in their ſfate of ſepara- 
7 tion are (aid to be lama, why the wicked 
! may not be ſuppoſed to be iodziporesin the 
worſt ſenſe of the word, I know nothing 
| to help me to imagine. And if it be ſup- 
poſed that the 1mps of witches are ſome- 
times wicked /þirits of our owne kinde and 
mature, and poſſibly the ſame that have 
been Sorcerers, and Witches in this lite : 
This ſuppoſal may give a fairer and more 
probable account of many of the a&ions 
of Sorcery and Witchcraft, than the other 
Hypotheſis, that they are alwayes: Devils. 
And to this conjecture I'le adventure to 
ſubjoyn another, which alſo hath its pro- 
_ bability, viz. (3) That ris not impoſlible 
but that the Familiars of witches are 8 
wile kinde of ſpirits, of a very inferiour 
conſtitution and nature, and none of thoſe 
that were once of the higheſt Hierarchy, 
now degenerated into the ſpirits' we call 
Devils, And for my part 1 muſt confeſs; 
that I think the common diviſion of ſpirits 
much too general 5 conceiving it likely 
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there.,may be. as. great a wariety of Intel. 
Lettnal creatures in the inviſible world, as 
there' 1s of Animals in the wiſible : and 
that all the ſ@periour, yea, and 7nferionr 
Regions, have their ſeveral kindes of > 
rits differing in their natural perfetions: 
as well as in the kinds and degrees of their 
depravities; which being ſuppoſed, *tis 
very probable that thoſe of the baſeſt and 
meaneit Orders are they, who ſubmit to 
the mention'd ſervzlities, And thus the 
ſageſs and grandeur of the Prince of 
darkneſs need not be brought into que- 


tion, : 


——— G— 
_—m—_—  — 
—_— ——— 


"SENS V.- 
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IV. 


UT (IV) the opinion,of Witches ſeems 

70 ſome, to accuſe Providence, and to 
ſugageit that it hath expoſed Innocents to the 
tury ad malice of revengetul Fiends; yea, 
and ſuppoſeth thoſe moſt obnoxious, for 
whom we might moſt reaſonably expeit a 
more fpecial tutclary care and protetiion, 
moſt of the cruel praftices of thoſe preſunid 
| | In- 


/ 
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influence. 


4 * a4 - 
a . . h 
Y V*. % Ti » 


, [ \O this ſo ſpecious an Objettzon I 

_ - have theſe things to anſwer. {572 
_ (1) Providence is an wnfathomable Depth; 
and if we ſhould not* believe *the Pharo- 
mena of our: ſenſes, before we can recoht” 
cile them to our - zoftons 'of Providente, 


k + 
% 


W 


we mult be grofler Scepricks than ever" yet 
were extant. "The miſeries-of the-prifims 
life, the unequal aiftributions of good ahd 
evil, the ignorance and” barbarity of the 
greateſt part of mankinde, the! farat dif 
advantages we are all tinder, and the has 
2ard we run of beiris eternally miſerable 
and undone ; theſe, I ſay,” are things that 
can hardly be made \confiftert with"'that 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs that we are' fare- hath 
made, and” mingled it -(elt with all-things- 
And yet we beheve there is a beauty 'and 
harmony, and goodneſs in that Providence, 
though we. cannot aridale it in particitiar 
inſtances; nor, by reaſon of our ' igno- 
rancc and impertection,.. clear it from co-- Wo 
| 0-3 ira aicting Va 
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F, aditing appearances; and conſequently, 
we ought not. te deny the being of #itches 
and Apparitions, becauſe they will create 
us: ſome difficulties in our z0t/oxs of Pro- 
wVideuce, But to come more cloſe, (2) 
Thoſe thar believe that Infants are Heirs 
of Heli, and Childrex of the Devil as ſoon 
as they are d:ſcloſed to the world, cannot 
certainly offer ſuch, an objeQion ; for 
what 15 a little \#ri&zg pain. of a moment, 
to thoſe eternal zortures, to which, if they 
die 4s ſoo as they are born, according to 

' the tenour of this NoGtrine, they are ever- 
laſtingly expoſed ?- But however the caſe 
Rands.as to that, *tis certain, (3) That 
Providence hath not ſecur'd them from 
other a10lexces they are obnoxious to, from 
eraelty and accident; and yet we -accule t 
not when a whole Townful of 1nzzocents 
fall a Vi&m to the rage and ferity of bar- 
barons executioners; in' wars and- Maſjacres. 
'Lo-which I add (4) Thar *tis likely the 
aniſchief 1s not ſo often done by the evil ſpi- 
rit immeaiately, 'but by the malignant in- 
fluence of the Sorcereſs, whoſe , power of 
hurting conſiſts in the fore-mention'd fer- 
ment, which is z#fuſed into her by the Fa- 
miliar. So that I am apt to think there 
may be a power of real faſcination in the 
witches 


about VVitchcraft, 27 
witches eyes and imagination, by which fo" 
the molt part ſhe acts upon Zeraer bodies: 
Neſcio quis teneros oculus ———— For the 
peſtilential ſpirits being darted by a ſpight- 
ful and vigorom imagination from the eye 
and. meeting with #hoſe that are weak and . 
paſſrve in the bodies. which they . enter, 
will nor fail to jaſc# them. with a 20X10z45- 
quality, that makes dangeroms and ſtrange 
alterations in the perſon invaded by this, 
poyſonous influence; which way of acting 
by ſubtil ang 1#vifible inſtruments, 15, 0r- 
dinary and familiar in all natural efficien- 
cies. And, *tis now palt queſtion, that 24- 
ture for the moſt part a&ts by ſubril flreams. 
and #porrhea's of minute. particles, which 
paſs from one body to another.. Or how- 
ever that be, this kind of agercy is as cor- 
cervable as any of thoſe qualities ignorance 
hath call'd pmpathy and antipathy, the re- 
ality of which we doubt not, though the - 
manner of aftion be unkyows. Yea, the 
thing I ſpeak of is as caſic to be; appre- 
hended, as how mnfettioa ſhould _ 1n 
certain Zeruous ſtreams through the air 
from one houſe to another ; or, as how 
the biting of a mad Dog ſhould fill all the 
blood and ſpirits with a venomons and ma- 
lign ferment ;, the application of the wver- 
4H D 4 7ne 
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tne doing the ſame in our caſe, as that of 
contadt doth in this.' Yea, ſome kindes of 
faſcination are perform'd in this grofler and 
more ſenſible way, as by ſfriking, "giving 


' Apples, and the like, by which the conta- 


$10us quality may be tranſmitted, as we ſee 
diſeaſes often are by the touch, Now in 
this way of. conjefture, a good account 
may be given why tches are moſt pow- 
erful upon Childrez and timorous perſons, 
viz. becauſe their ſpirits and 7maginati- 
0x5 being weak and paſſive, are not able 
to reſiſt the fatal 7nvaſionz whereas men 
of bold mindes, who have plenty of ftrozg 
and vigorous ſpirits are ſecure from the 
contagion, as in peſtilential Airs clean bo- 
dies are not fo liable to infetion as other 
tempers. Thus then we fce *tis likely 
enough, that very often the Sorcereff her 
ſelf doth the »iſchief, and we know, de 
fatto, that Providence doth not alwayes 
ſecure us trom one anothers zjuries, And 
yet I muſt confeſs, that many times alſo 
the evil /þiri# is the miſchievous Agent 
chough this confeſſion draw on me another 
objection, which I next propoſe ; 


SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 


V. \ 


(V:) WHEN it may be ſaid, that if 
| wickcd ſpirits car hurt as by 


the diretion, and at the defire -of a Witch, 


one would think they ſhould have the ſame 


power to do 16 injury without inftigation or 


compact; and if this be granted, "tis 4 
wonder that we are not alwayes annoy d and 


infeſted by them. To which -» 


— a” , a 


——— — 


RETURN, (x) Thar the /aws, liber- 
L ies, and reſtraints of the inhabitants 
of the other world arc to us utterly a- 


known ; and this way we can only argue 


our ſelves into confeſſions of our ignorance, 
which every man muſt acknowledge that 
is not as 2mmodeſt, as ignorant. It muſt be 
granted by all that own the being, power, 
and malice of evil ſpirits, that the ſecurity 
we enjoy 1s wozderful, whether they at 
by witches or not; and by what Laws 
they are kept from making us a prey, to 
ſpeak 


\ 
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ſpcak like Philoſophers, we cannot tell : 
yea, why they ſhould be permitted ro 
tempt and ruine us in our Souls, and re- 
ſtrain'd from touching, or hurting us in our 
Bodies, 15 a myſtery not ealily accountable. 
Bur yet (z) though we acknowledge their 
power to vex and torment us in our bodies 
allo; yet a reaſon may be given why they 
are leſs frequent in this kind of miſchict, 
viz. becauſe their main deſigns are levell'd 
againſt the intereſt and happineſs of our 
Souls, which they can beſt promote, when 
their ations are moſt fy and ſecret , 
whereas did they ordinarily perſccurc men 
in their bodies, their agercy and wicked 
z#fluence would be diſcover'd, and make 
a mighty noiſe in the world, whereby 
men would be awaken'd to a ſutable and 
_ vigorous oppolition, by the uſe of ſuch 
means as would engage Providence to re- 
ſcue them from their rage and cruelties ; 
and art laſt defeat them in their great pur- 
poſes of undoing us eternally, Thus we 
may conceive that the ſecurity we enjoy 
may well enough coxfiſ# with the power 
and malice of thoſe evil ſpirits ; and up- 
on this account we may ſuppoſe that Zaws 
of their own may prohibit their «/:- 
cenc'd injuries, not from any goodneſs 
rhere 
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there is in their Coxſtirutions, but in order 
& to the more ſucceſsful carrying on the pro- 
= jeds of the dark Kingdom; as Generals 


© torbid plunder, not out of /ove to their 


Enemies, bur in order to their own ſ#c- 
ceſs. And hence (3) we may ſuppoſe a 
Law of permiſſion to hurt us at the inſtance 
of the Sorcereſs, may well ftand with the 
polity of Hell, (ince by gratifying the wick- 
ed perſon they encourage her Tn: malice 
and revenge, and promote * thereby rhe 
main ends of their. black confederacy, which 
are to propagate: wickedneſs, and*to ruine 
us in our eternal i#terefts. And: yer (4) 
tis clear to thoſe that-believe rhe '#z/fory of 
the Goſpel, that wicked ſpirits have vexed 
the bodies of men, without any 7»ſtigation 
that we read of; and atthis day *tis very 
likely that many of the ſfranoe accidents 
_ and aiſeaſes that betallus, may be the 2- 

fiction: of evil ſpirits, prompted ro hurt 
us only by, the delight they rake in »ſchief. 
So that we cannot argue the improbability 
of their hurting Childrey and others by 
witches, from our own ſecurity and free- 
dom from the effefts of their malice, which 
perhaps we fcel itt more inſtances than 
We are aware of. 


SECT. 
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SECT. VII. 


VL 


B*z (VI) another prejudice -. againſF 
the belief of Witches, #, a preſum- 
prion #pow the enormous force of melan- | 
choly ' ad". imagination , - which without | 
donbt can ds wonderiul things, and beget 
ſtrange perſwaſions ; and. to theſe cauſes ſome 
eſcrive the preſunid effetts of Sorcery and 
Witchcratr.. To which Ireply briefly; and 
yet I hope ſufficiently, IE 


te 


wen nates 
nn — 


(x) HAT to reſolve all the clear 

. circumſtances of Fa, which 
we finde in well atteſted and confirni'd 
Relattons of this kinde, into the power of. 
decetvable imagination, -is to make fancy 
the greater prodigy; and to ſuppoſe, that 
it can do ftranzer feats than are believed 
of any ather kinde of faſcination. And to 
think that Ps and Nazls, for inſtance, can, 
by the power of imazination be convey'd 
within the skin ; or that imagination, 


ſhould 
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ſhould deceive ſo many as have been wit- 
nefles in objet#s of ſenſe, in all the circum- 
ſtances of diſcovery ; this, I ſay, is to be. 
infinicely more credulous than the aflertors 
© of Sorcery and Demoniack Contratts. And 

| by the ſame reaſon it may be believ'd, rhar 

| all the Pattels and ſtrange events of the 
| world, which our ſelves have not ſeen, 
arc but dreams and fond imaginations, and 
like thoſe that are fought in the clouds, 
| when the brains of the deluded ſpeifatonrs 
| are the only Theatre of thoſe fancied tranſ- 
| ations, And (2) to deny evidence of 
att, becauſe their imagination may de- 
ccive the Relators, when we have no rea- 
ſon to think ſo but a bare preſumption, 
that there is no ſuch thing as 1s related, is 
© quite to deſtroy the credit of all humaze 
teſtimony, and to make all men liars in a 
larger ſenſe than the Prophet concluded in 
his haſte. For not only the elanchdlick and 
| the fazciful, but the grave and the ſober, 
Z whoſe judgements we have no reaſon to 
© ſuſpect co be tainted by their 722agizations, 
& have from their own knowledge and expe- 
YZ rience made reports of this nature, But 
Z to this it will poſſibly be rejoyn'd, and the 
2g Reply will be another prejudice againſt the 
* belief for which I contend, Tz. 
7 SE CT: 
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(VIL.) WP HAT "ti a ſuſpicions circum-B 
ſtance that Witchcraft is but 4 
fancy, fince the perſons that are accuſed are 
commonly poor and miſerable 01d women, 
who are overgrown with diſcontent and 
melancholy, which are very imaginative ; 
and the perſons ſaid to be bewutch'd are 
for the moſt part Children, or people wery 
weak, who are eafily impoſed upon, and are 
apt to receive ſtrong impreſſions from 0- 
thing : whereas were there any ſuch thing & 
really, *tis not likely, but that the more cun- 
ning azz4{ubtil deſperado's, who might the 
more ſucceſsfully carry on the miſchievous 
deſigns of the dark Kingdom, ſhould be 
oftner engaged in thoſe black contederacies, | 
axd alſo one would expett effects of the helliſh þ 
combination pox others than the innocent, 
and ignorant, 


To} 
- : 
4 T7 


_w """- "OP — Ina Www 


about Witchcraft. 35 


O WHICH 0Objefion it might 
| | perhaps be enough to return (as 
hath been above ſuggeſted) that nothing 
can be concluded by this and ſuch like ar- 
guings, but that the policy and menages of 
the inſtruments of darkneſf are to us alto- 
gether. ankxown, and as much in the. dark 
as. their natures; mankinde . being no 
more acquainted with the reaſozs and . 2e- 
thods of a&tion in the other world, than 
poor Cottagers and Mechanicks arc with 
the iztrignes of Government, and reaſons 
of State, Yea peradventure (2) *tis one 
of the great deſiprs, as *tis, certainly the 
zntereſt, of thoſe wicked Agents, and Ma- 
chinators, induſtrioutly ro hide from us 


their 27fluences and wayes of aGtirig, and 


to work, as near as is poſſible, incognito ; 
upon which ſuppoſal *tis eaſie. to conceive 
a reaſon, why. they moſt commonly work 
by, and upon the weak and the 1gnorant, 
who can make no canning obſervations, Or 
tell credible tales to detett their artifice. 
Beſides (3) 'tis likely a ſiroug imaginati- 
0, that. cannot be weaken'd or diſturb'd 
by a b,yfze and ſubtil ratiocination, 154 ne. 
ceſlary requiſite ro thoſe wicked perfor _ 

, mances 
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mances ; and without doubt an height- 
zed and obſtinate fancy hath a great influ- 
ence upon #preſfible ſpirits ; yea, and as 
I have conjecur'd before; on the more 
paſſrve and ' ſuſceptible bodies. And I am 
- very apt to believe, that there are as zeal 
communications and interconrſes between 
- our ſpirits, as there are between material 
agents ; which ſecret influences, though 
they are unknown in their xature, and wayes 
of atting, yet they are ſufficiently felt in 
rheir effetts : for experience atteſts, that 
ſome by the very majeſty and greatneſs of 


their firits, diſcover'd by nothing but a 


certain zoble air” that accompanies them, 
will bear down others /eſs great and gene- 
yo, and make them ſneak before them ; 
and ſome, by 1 know not what ftupifying 
wertue, will tie up the toxgae, and confine 
the ſtirits -of thoſe who are otherwiſe 
brisk and voluble, Which thing ſuppoſed, 
the influences of a ſpirit poſleſs'd of an 
active and enormous imagination, may be 
align and fatal where they cannot be re- 
ſiſted ; eſpecially when they are accompa- 
nied by thoſe poyſorous reaks that the evil 
ſpirit breathes into the Sorcereff, which 
likely are ſhot out, and applied by a fancy 
heightned and prepared by melancholy 


and 
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and diſcontent. And thus we may conceive 
why the welancholick and envious are uſed 
upon ſuch occaſions, - azd, for the ſame 
reaſon the ignorant, fince knowledge checks 
ahd controls imagination ; and thoſe that 
abound much in the 2magimative faculties 
do not uſually excced in the rational; And 
perhaps (4) the De himſelt uſeth the 
imagination of the witch ſo qualified for 
| his purpoſe, even in thoſe actions of miſs 
chict which are more properly hz; for it 
is moſt probable, that ſpirits a&t not up- 
on bodies immediately; and by their zaked 
eſſence, but by meapes proportionate and 
ſ\urable 72/truments Har they” uſe ; upon 
which account Itkely *ris fo ſtrictly requi- 
red, that the Sorcerefſſhould believe ; that 

& lo her 7:agination might be more at the 
devotion of the miſchievous Agent. And 
for the ſame reaſon alſo Ceremonies are 
uſed in Inchantments, viz. for the beget- 
ting this dzabolical faith, and heightning 
the faxcy to a degree of ſtrength and: vi- 
gour cafficient to make it a. fir #ſtrument 
tor the defign'd performance. Theſe I 
think are reaſons of likelihood and pro- 

_ bability, why the helliſþ confederates are 
moſtly the i2zzorart and the melancholick: 
Fopaſs then to another prejudice; —_ 
| SEC Ts 
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SECT; IX. 


DP 


VII. | ,| 

(VIII) T HE frequent impoſtures | 

that are met within thu Þ 

kinde, beget in ſome a belief, that all ſuch 

relations are forgeries and tales ;. and if 

we urge the evidence of a ſtory. for the be- | 

lief of Witches or Apparitions, they will | 

produce two as ſeemingly ſtrong and plau- } 

ſible, which ſhall conclude in miſtake or | 
deſion ; enferring thence, that all others 


are of the ſame quality and credit. But ſuch | 


al arguers may pleaſe to conſider, 
(xt) IEPHAT a ſingle velation for an | 


Affirmative, ſufficiently con- | 
firmed and atteſted, is worth a thouſand | 
zales of forgery and impoſture, from whence | 
an aaiverſal Negative cannot be conclu- 
ded. So that, though all the Objeors Þ 
ſtories be true, and an hundred times as | 
many more ſuch deceptions ; yer one relati- || 
02, Wherein no fallacy or fraud could be 

ſuſpected for our Affirmative, would ſpoil | 


4 
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any (excluſion could be creed on them; 
And 


- (2) IT ſeems to me a belief ſuſficient- 
ly bold and precarious, that all theſe relati- 


| ons of forgery and miſtake ſhould be cer- 


tain, and not oze among all thoſe which 


8 atteſt the Affirmative reality; with cir- 
| cumſtanccs as good as could be expected, 


or wiſh'd, ſhould be zrae; bur all fabulows 
and vain. And they have no reaſon to ob- 
je&t credulity to the aflertors of Sorcery and 


witchcraft, that can ſwallow ſo large & 


morſe]; And I deſire ſuch Objecors to 


conſider, 


(3) WHETHER ir be fair to infer, 


| that becauſe there are ſome Cheats and 


impoſtures; that thercfore there are no Re- 


| ities. Indeed frequency of deceit and 


fallacy will warrant a greater care and 


y caution in. . examining., and ſerupuleſity 


and ſhinzſ5 of aſſent to things wherein fraud 
hath been practiced, or may in the leaſt 


degree be ſuſpefed: But; to conclude, 
© becauſe that an old woman's fazcy abuſed 
4] her, or ſome &xaviſh fellows pur zricks 
# upon the /72erart and 7imorozes, that there- 


tore whole Afiſes have bcen a thouſand 


J: times deceived in judgements upon matters 
| &t /a#, and numbers of ſober perſons 


E 3 have 
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have been forſworn in things wherein per- 
Jury could not” advantage them ; I ay, 


ſuch inferences are as void of reaſon, as 
they arc of charity and good manners. 


— 
— 


SKCT. X 


IX, 

B=z (IX) 1t may be ſuggeſted further, | 

That it cannot be imagin'd what de- ® 

ſign the Devil ſhould have im making thoſe ® 
ſolemn compacts, ſince perſons of ſuch 

debauch d and irreclaimable diſpoſitions as © 

/ thoſe with whom he is ſuppoſed to confede- | 
rate, are pretty ſecurely his, antecedently 

to the bargain, and cannot be more fo by ® 
it, fince they cannot put their ſouls out of * 
poſhibility of the Divine Grace, but by "the * 
vin that 7s unpardonable ; or if they could % 
{o diſpoſe and give away themſebves, it will © 
zo ſome ſeem very unlikely, that a great and 
mighty Spirit ſhould oblige himſelf to ſuch | 
obſervances, and keep ſuch a-do to ſecure © 
the foul of a filly body, which *twere odds %: 
but it would be Ais, though He put hins- \\ 
ſelf to no further trouble than that of his 
ordinary temptations, 7 3 


Ae a oo nt 
Gn Cans EE nature <» 


#£ 


468 


about VVitchoraft) * 4 


FE oo 


—_—_ 


O WHICH frzgeſtions "were C- 
nough to ſay, -that ris ſufhcient if 
the thing be well prov'd,' though the de- 
fien be not known. And: to argue mega-. 
tively 4 fine, is very unconcluſive in ſuch 
matters. The Laws and afairs of the 0- 
ther world (as hath becn intimated) are 
valtly differing from thoſe of our Regions, 
and therefore *ris no wonder we cannot 
judge of their deſigzs, -when we know 720- 
thing of their menages, and ſo /ittle of 


their matures. The 1onorant looker-0 


can't imagine what the ' Zimmer means by 
thoſe ſeeminsly rude lines and ſcraw!s 
which he intends for the rudiments of 2 
Picture; and the Figures of Mathematick 
Operation are non-ſenſe, and daſhes at 4 
venture to one un-inftruted in Aecha- 


_ nicks, We are inthe dark to one anothers 


purpoſes and intendments ; and there are 
a thouſand intrigues in our little matters, 
which: will not preſently confeſs their de- 
ſ1zn even to. ſagaciorws inquiſitors, And 
therefore *tis folly and incogitancy to ar- 
gue any thing one way or other from the. 
defigns of a fort. of Beings, with whom 
we ſo little communicate ; and poſſibly 

43 | we 
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we can take no more aim, er gueſs at 
their projets and deſignments, than the 
gazing Beaſts can do at ours, when they 


ſee the Traps and Girs that are Jaid for | 
them, but underſtand nothing what they 


mean. Thus in general. ; 
BUT I attempt ſomething more par- 
ticularly, in order to which I muſt pre- 
miſe that the Dewi/ is a name for a Body 
Politick, in which there are very different 


Orders and Degrees of Spirits, and perhaps « 


in as much wariety of place and ſtate, as 
among our ſelves ; fo that *tis not one and 
che ſame perſon that makes all the com- 

acts with thoſe abuſed and ſeduced Souls, 


Wh 
-F 


ut they are divers, and thoſe *ris like of 


the meaneſt and baſeſt quality in the # 
Kingdoms of darkneſs; which being ſup- Z 
poſed, I offer this account of the Sabah b. 
defign of thoſe wicked Agents, viz. That . 
having none to x#/e or tjrannmze over © 


within the Czrcle of their own nature and 


government, they affe&t.,a proud Empire || 
over us (the deſire of Dominion and Au- : 


thority being largely ſpread through the 


whole circumference of degenerated nature, || 


eſpecially among thoſe, whoſe pride was 


their orginal tranſereſſion) every one of 


theſe then defires to get him Vaſlals to pay 
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him homage, and to be employed lik® 
Slaves in the ſervices of his luſts and ap” 
petites; to gratifie which defire, *ris like 
enough to be provided and allowed by the - 
coxſtitution of their State and Govern- 
ment, that every wicked ſpirit ſhall have 
thoſe Souls as his property, and particular 
ſervants and attendants, whom he can 
catch in ſuch compatits; as thoſc wild Beaſts 
that we can take in hurting, are by the 
allowance of the. Law our owz ; and thoſe 
Slaves that a man hath purchasd, are his 
peculiar goods, andthe vaſlals of his will. 
Or rather thoſe deluding Fiends are like 
the ſeducing fellows we call Spirits, who 
inveigle Children by their falſe and flat- 
tering promiſes, and carry them. away to 
the Plantations of America, to be ſervilely 
employed there in the works of their pro- 
fit and advantage. And asthoſe baſe Agents 
will humour and flatter the ſimple unwary 
Youth, till they are on Ship-board, and 
without the reach of thoſe that might re- 


ſcue them from their hands : In like man- 


ner the more miſchievous Tempter ſtudies 
to gratifie, pleaſe, and accomodate thoſe 
he deals with in this kind, till death hath 
lanch'd them into the Deep, and they ate 
paſt the danger of Prayers, Repentance, 

E 4 and 
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and Erdeavours ; and then He »ſeth them 
as pleaſeth Him. This account I think is 
not unreaſonable, and *rwill fully anſwer 
the Objection. For though the matter be 
not as I have —— yet "twill ſug- 
geſt a way.how it may be coxceiv d, which 
nulls rhe pretence, That the Deſign is 
mnconceiveable. | 9 0 


_ — 


SECT. XI. 


—_ — 
» — — 


X, 


UT then (X) we are ſlill hable to be 
queſtion'd, how it comes about, that 
thoſe proud and inſolent Deſigners pra- 
&tH1ce in this kind upon ſo jew, when one wonld 
expett, that they ſhould be ſtill trading this 
way, and every where be driving on the 
projett, which the wileneſs of men makes ſo 
fetfable, and would ſo much ſerve the intereſt 
of their luſts. | 


cnn, —_— 
— 


Ln 


"T0 WHICH, among other things 

that might be ſuggeſted, I return, 
(x) That we are never liable to be ſo. 

| betrayed 
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betrayed and . abuſed, till by. our. vile 
diſpoſitions and tendencies we have fortcited 
the zutelary care, and overſight of the better 
Spirits; who, though generally they are 
our g#ard and defence againſt the malice 
and violence of ew Angels, yet 1t may 
well enongh be thought, that ſometimes 
they may take their leave of ſuch as are 
ſwallowed up by malice, exvie, and de- 


fire of revenge, qualities moſt contrary to 


their Life and Nature; and leave them 
expoſed to the 7zvaſion, and ſolicitations 
of thoſe wicked Spirits, to whom ſuch 
hateful Attributes make them very ſutable, 
And if there be particular guardian Angels, 
as *tis not abſurd to fancy, it may then well 
be ſuppoſed, that no man is abnoxious to 
thoſe projects, and attempts, .burt only ſuch 
whoſe wile and miſchievors natures have 


- 


driven from them. their protecting Genins. 
And againſt this derel;#i0z to = power” 
of evil ſpirits, *tis likely enongh what 
ſome affirm, that the Royal Pſalmiſt directs 
that Prayer, Pſal, LXXI. ix, x. Caſ# me 
not off in the time of old age, forſake ma 
not when my ſtrength falkth. For — They 
that keep my ſoul | QvAdarorres Thy Joxls 8, 
as the L.XX and the Yulpar. Latin, Qus 
cuſtodiunt animam meams| they take coun> 


ſel 


*w.c. 
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fel together, ſaying, God hath forſaken him, 
perſecute him and take him, for there is 
r07e to delruer him. Butl adde, (2) Thar 
*tis very probable, that the ſtate where- 
11 they are, will not cafily permit. palpable 
zrterconrſes berween the bad Gen, and 
mankinde , fmce *tis like enough that 
ricir own Laws and Government do not 
allow their frequent excurſions into this 
world. Or, it may with as great probabi- 
liry be ſuppoſed, that cis a very hard and 
painful thing for them, to force their hr 
and tez2u7ozs bodies into a viſible confiſtence, 
and fuch ſhapes as are neceflary for 
their deſigns in their correſpondencies with 
witches. For in this ation their bodies 
mult needs be exceedingly compreſs d, 
which cannot well be without a painful 
fenfe. And' this is perhaps a reaſon why 
there are ſo few Apparitions, and why ap- 
_ ſpirits are commonty in ſuch haſt ro 

e gone, viz. that they may be deliver'd 
from the #7»atural preſſure of their tender 
vehicles, which 1 confefs holds more, in 
the apparitions of good than evil Spirits ;, 
moſt Relations of this kinde, deſcribing 
their diſcoveriesgof themſelves, as very 
tranſient, (though for thoſe the Holy Scri- 
pture records, there may be peculiar w_ 
; ONs 
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fon, why they are not ſo.) whereas the 
wicked ones are not altogether' ſo quick, and 
\ haſty in their Yiſits : The reaſon of which 
probably is, the great ſubrilty and rermity 
of the bodies of the former, which will 
require far greater degrees ot compreſſion, 
"and conſequently of pain, to make rhem 
wifible whereas the latter, are more f#- 
culent and: groff, and ſo nearer allyed to 
palpable confiſtencies, and more eajily re- 
duccablc to appearance and-wifibility. = 
AT+rthis turn, Sir, you may percelve 
that 1 have again made uſe of the Platonck 
Hypotheſis, That Spirits are embodied, uy- 
on which indeed 4 great-part of. my Dif- 
courſe is groutided : And therefore 1 hold 
my ſelf obliged to a ſhort account of that 
ſuppoſal. 7 ſeems then to me very pro- 
bable from the Nature of Senſe, and £4- 
malogy of Nature, For (1) We perceive 
in our ſelves, that all Sexſe.is caus'd andex- 
cited by motion made. in matter; and 
when thoſe 220t707s which convey ſenſible 
zmpreſſions tothe Brain, the: Seat of Senſe 
are intercepted, Sexſe is" loſt : So that, if 
we ſuppoſe Spirits perte&ly ro be disjoyrd 
from all matter, *tis not conceivable how 
they can have the ſenſe of any thing ; For 
how material Objefts ſhould: any way be 
_- perceiv'd 


- OBE pre nnnnr = AIEDEeD 1 0s or ran, 


48 _ Conſiderations 


perceiv'd, or felt without vital union with 
matter, "ts not poſſible to imagine. Nor 
doth it (2.) ſeem ſutable' to the Analogy 
of Nature, Which uſeth not to make pre- 
czpitious leaps from one thing to another, 
bur uſually proceeds by orderly feps and 
gradations: Whereas Were there no order 
of Beings between Us, who are ſo deeply 
plunged intothe grofleſt matter, and pare, 
anbodied Spirits, *twere a mighty jump 
in Nature. Since then the greateſt part 
of the world conſiſts of the ou portions 
of matter, and our own Souls are 72- 
avediately united unto theſe, *tis infinitely 
probable to conjecture, that the nearer 
orders of Spirits are vitally joyw'd to ſuch 
Boaijes ; and lo Nature by Degrees alcend- 


ing ſtill by the more yrefiwd and ſubtile 


Matter, gets at laſt to the pure Ne or 
zmmaterial mivds, which the Platoniſts 
made the higheſt Order of created Beings. 
But of this I have diſcourſed elſewhere, 
and have ſaid thus much of it at preſent, 
becauſe ir will enable me to add another 
Reaſon of the unfrequency of Apparitions 
and Compatts, Viz. 

__(3.) BECAUSE *tis very likely, that 
theſe Regions are very unſutable, and dif- 
Proportion'd to the + frame . and __ of 
their 


SI ff har WEST g SO EY pf 46 
OS” Ng 0 BS 400 = - for” 225 


© 5g 


about VVatchcraft, ag 
their Sexſes and Bodjes , ſo that perhaps, 
the Courſer Spirits can no more bear the 
Air of our World, than Bats and Owls * 
can the brighteſt beams of Day. Nor can 
the Purer and Better any more endure the 
noyſom ſteams, and poyſonom rveeks of 
this Durghil Earth, than the Delicate can 
bear a confinement in aaffy Dungeons, 
and the foul ſqualid Caverns of uncom- 
fortable Darkneſs. So that *tis no more 
wonder, that the better Spirits no oftner. 
appear, than that men are not more fre- 


_ quently in the Dark Hollows under ground. 


Nor 1s't any more ſtrange that ev#l Spirits 
ſo rarely viſit ns, than that Fiſhes do not 
ordinarily fly in the Air, as 'tis ſaid one 
ſort of them doth, or that we fee not 
the Pare daily fluttering in the beams 'of 
the Sun, And now by the help of whar I 
have ſpoken under this Head, I am pro- 
vided with ſomethings wherewith to dif- 
able another Obje&ion , which I thus 


propoſe : 
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(XI.) VF THERE be ſuch an intercourſe 
J betwees Fvil Spirits and the 
Wicked, Huw comes it about that there is 
210: correſpondence between Good Angels and 
the Vertuous ? ſince without doubt theſe are 
as defirous to propagate the Spirit and De- 
ſigns of the upper and better world, as thoſe 
are to promote the Intereſt of the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs. 


— 


T HICH way of arguing is ſtill 

| from our J7norance of the State 

and Government of the other World, 
. which uſt be confeft, and may, withour 
prejudice to the Propoſition T deiend. But 
particularly, I ſay, (1) That we have 
gn enough to believe, that Good Spirits 
o interpoſc in, yea, and goverz our Af- 
fairs. For that there is a Providence reach- 
ing from Heaven to Earth, is generally 
acknowledg'd ; but that 7h# ſuppoſeth all 
things 
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thingsto be order'd by. the ;zmmediate- in- 
fluence, and interpoſal of the Supreme Deity 
ſome think, is nor very Philoſophical to ſup» 
poſe - {ince, it we judge by the Analogy 
of the Natural world , all things we ſce are 
carryed on by the AMtiniftery of Second 
Cauſes , and intermediate Agents. And it 
doth not ſeem ſo Magnificent and Becom- 
ing an apprehenſion of the Supreme Numen, 
to fancy His immediate hand in every-tri- 
vial Management. But *tis exceeding like- 
ly to conjecture, that much of the Govern- 
»ext of us, and our Affairs, is committed 
to the better Spirits, with a due ſubordine- 
#/0u and ſubſerviency to the Vill of the 
chief Refor of the Univerſe, And *tis not 
abſurd to believe, that there is a Goverm- 
ment runs from Higheſt to Loweſt, the bet- 
ter and more perfed orders of Being ſtill 
ruling the zzferiour and leſs perfet?. So that 
ſome one would fancy that perhaps the 
Angels may manage ' us, as we do the 
Creatures that God and Nature have placed 
under our Empire and Dominion, But how- 
ever that is, That God rules the lower 
World by the Miniftery of Angels, is very. 
conſonant to the facred Oracles. Thus, Dent. 
XXXI1, viii, ix, hen the moſt High divi- 
aed the Nations their inheritance, when he 
| ſeparated 
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ſeparated the ſons of Adam, he ſet the bounds 
of the people, Kar auburn dyſbror Ot , accor- 
| ding to the number of the Angels of God, 
as the Sepruagint renders it ; the Authori- 
ty of which Tranſlation, is abundantly cre- 
dited and aflerted, by its being quoted in 
' the New Teſtament, without notice of 
the Hebrew Text; even there where it differs 
from it, - as learned men have obſerv'd: 
We know alſo , that Argels were very fa- 
miliar with the Patriarchs of old; and 
Jacob's Ladder is a Myſterie, which imports 
their »2iniſtrizg in the affairs of the Low- 
er World. Thus Orizex and others un- 
derſtand , that to be ſpoken by the Preſi- 
aential Angels, Jerem. LI, ix. we would 
have healed BABY LON, but ſhe #s not 
healed, forſake her , and let us go, Like 
the Voice heard in the Temple beiore the 
taking of Feruſalem by Titus, Membelra- 
& wrd2w. And before Nebuchadnezzar 
was ſent to learn Wiſdom and Religion 
among the Beaſts, He ſees a Watcher, ac- 
cording to the 70. an Angel, and an holy 
One come down from heaven, Dan. IV. 
xX1ll. who pronounceth the ſad Decree a- 
painſt Him, and calls it the Decree of the 
watchers, who very probably were the 
Guardian Genii of Himſelf and his King-, 
| | dom;© 
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dom. And that there are partitular An- 
gels that have the ſpecial Rule and Govern- 
ment of particular Kingdoms, Provinces, 
Cities, yea and of Perſons, I know no- 
thing that can make improbable : The in- 
ſtance is notorious in Daziel; of the. An- 
gels of Perfia and Gracia, that hindred the 
other that was cngaged for the concerns of 
Tudea; yea, our Saviour himſelt cells ns, 
| . that Children have their Angels, and the 

| Congregation of Diſciples ſuppoſed thar 
St. Peter had his. Which things, it they 
be granted, thegood' Spirits have not ſo 
little to do with us, and our matters; ds 
is generally believed. And pernaps ' 4t 
would not be abſurd, ifwe referr'd ma- 
ny of the ſtrange thwarts, and unexpetted 
events, the diſappointments and lucky co- 
zacidences that betal us, the 4naccountable 
fortunes and ſucceſſes, that attend ſome 
lucky men, and the unhappy fates that dog 
_ others thar ſeem born to be -2iſerable ; the 
Fame and Favonr that ſtill waits on ſome 
without, any conceivable motive to allnre 
It, and the gexeral neglef# of-others more 
acſerving, whoſe worth is not acknowledg'd, 
I ſay, theſe and ſuch like odd things,” may 
with the greateſt probability be refolv'4l 
mto' the Conduct and Menages of rnole 1im- 
F viſible 
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wiſible ſuperviſors, that preſide over, and 
govern our affairs. 
BUT if they ſo far concern themſelves 
in our matters, how ts it that they appear 
uot to maintain a viſible and confeſt cor- 
reſpondence with ſome” of the better Mor- 
tals, who are moſt fitted for their Communi- 
cations and their influence > To which 1 
have ſaid ſome zhings already, when I ac- 
counted for the wnfrequency of Appariti- 
075; and I mow add what I intend for 
another return to the main Objefion, viz. 
(2.) THAT the apparition of good 
Spirits is not zeedful for rhe Deſigns of the 
better world, whateves ſuch may be for 
the intereſt of the other. For we have 
had the Appearazce and Cohabitation of 
the So ot God, we have Moſes and 
the Prophets, and the continued znfluence 
of the Spirit, the greateſt Arguments to 
ſtrengthen Faith, the moſt powerful Mo- 
#ives. to CXCIte our Love, and the Nobleſt 
Encoaragements to quicken aud raiſe our 


defires and hopes, any of which are more }. 


than the Js of an- Angel; which 
would indeed be a great gratification 
of the Animal Life, but *rwould render 


our Faith leſs noble and leſs generous, 


were it frequently ſo affiſted : Bleſſed are 
| they 
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they that believe, and yet have not ſeen 
Beſides which, the good Angels have no 
ſuch eras to proſecute, as the gaining any 
Vaſlals to ſerve them, they being 721m7- 
ſtring Spirits for our good, and no ſelf de- 
E froners for a proud and inſolent Dominion 
| over us. And it may be perhaps not im- 
| pertinently added, That zhey arc nor al- 
 wayes evil Spirits that appear, as is, L 
E know not well upon what grounds, gene- 
& rally imagined ; bur that the extraordina- ' 
8 ry deteltions of Murders, latent Treaſures, 

falſified and unfulfill d Bequeſls, which are 
EZ ſometimes made by Apparitions, may be 
@ the courteous Diſcoveries of the better, 
Y and more benign Gerzz. Yea, *tis not un- 
likely, that thoſe Farmings that the world 
E ſometimes hath of approaching Faudg- 
ments and Calamities by Prodigies, and 
ſundry odd Phenomena, are the kinde 1n- 
formations of ſome of the Inhabitants of 
the upper world. Thus, was Feruſalem 
forewarned beforc its ſackins by Amntio- 
cus, by thoſe Aiery Horſemen that were 
{cen through all the City, for almoſt for- 
ty dayes together, 2 Mac. V. ii, iii. And 
the other Prodrgious Portents that fore-ran 
$:ts Deſtruftion by Titus : which I men- 
E:on, becauſe they are 2otorioms inſtances, 


F 2 And 
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And though, for mine own part, I ſcorn 
the ordinary Tales of Prodigies, which pro- 
ceed from ſuperſtitions fears, and munac- 
Quaintance with Natare, and ihave - been 
uſed to bad purpoſes by the Zealows and 


. the' 1prorart ; Yet I think that the Argu- 


ments that are brought by a late very | 
ingenious Author, to conclude againlt | 
ſuch Warnings and PrediQions - in the | 
whole kinde, are ſhort and inconſequent, 
and built upon too narrow Hyporheſeis. 
For it it be ſuppoſed, that there 1s a ſort 
of Spirits over us, and. about ns, who 
can give a probable gueſs at the more 
remarkable futurities, 1 know not why it 
may not be conjectured, that the kindneſs 
they have for us, and the appetite of 
fore-telling ſtrange things, and-the putting | 
the world upon expeRation, which we find 
is very grateful to our own Natures, may! 
not incline zhewz alſo to give us ſome 
ccneral notice of thoſe uncommon Events 
wiich they forcſee. And I yer perceive 
no reaſon we have to fancy, that whatever 
is. done in this kind, muſt needs be either 
zmmeatately from Heawen , or from the 
Angels, by extraordinary commiſſion anc 
appointment, But it ſeems to me not us- 
reaſonable to  bclieve, that rhoſe rfficiewl 

»  Sparitt 


WW TH TT —— SS VS __ — »* —_ "—_ 


—— 


ww Cod  T {'? Gan iv 


LS — | << * ww — 


— = = 


aboutVVitchcraft. 57 


Spirits that overſee our affairs, perceiving 


ſome mighty and ſad alterations at hand, 


in which their Charge is much concerned, 
cannot chuſe , by rcaſon of their affed#0#7 
to Us, but give us ſome ſeaſonable hints of 
thoſe approaching Calamities ; to which allo 
their natural defire to foretel range things 
to come, may contribute to incline them. 
And by this Hypotheſis, the faireſt probatili- 
ties, and ſtrongeſt ratiocinations againlt Pro- 
aigies, may be made unſerviceable. Bur 


' this only by the way. 


SECT. XILL 


[| Deſire-it may be conſidered further, - 


(2.) THAT God himſelf affords his 


intimacies , and converſes to the better 
fouls, that are prepared for i; which is 
2 privileage infinitely beyond Amgelical cor- 


reſpondence. | 

[ confeſs the proud, and phantaſtick pre- 
tences OL. Many ot tne conceited Melancholiſts 
in 7his age, to Divize Communion , have 


prejudiced divers pan perſons. a- 


gainlt rhe belief” of any ſuch happy wouch- 


ſafement fu tha: they conclude the Do- 
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Deity in this Zife to be but an high flown 
notion of warme imagination , and over- 


Iufhious ſelf-flattery ; and 1 acknowledge I | 


have my ſelf had thoughts of this nature, | 
ſuppoſing Communion with God to be no- 
thing elſe but the exerciſe of vertue, and 
that peace, and thoſe comfarts which natu- 
rally reſult from 7. | | 

. Bur I have conſidered fince, that God's 
more zear and immeaiate imparting him- 
ſelt to the ſoul that' is prepared for that 
happineſs by Divize Love, Humility, and 
Refig nation, in the way of a vital touch, and Þ 
ſenſe, isa thing poſſible in it ſelf, and will 
be a great part of our heaven, That Glory | 
is begun in Grace, and God is pleaſcd to | 
give fome excellent ſouls the happy Ante- 
paſt. That holy men in anciext times have 
fonght and gloried in this injoyment , and 
never complain ſo ſorely as when it was 
withheld, and interrupted, That the ex- | 
preſſiens of Scripture run infinitely this way) 
and rhe beff of Modern good men, do from | 
their own experience atteſt it, That 7his 
ſprritualizeth Religion, and renders its i- 


Toyments more comfortable , and delicious ; 


That it keeps the ſoul under a vivid ſerſe | 
of God, and is a grand ſecurity againſt Tem 
| prar 07 ; 
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ptation ; Thar It holds it ſteady amid the 
flatteries of a proſperous ſtate, and gives it 
the moſt grounded anchorage , and fupport 
= amid the waves of an adverſe condition ; 
| Thar'tis the nobleſt zzconmragement to wer- 
- | - zae, and the biggeſt aflurance of an happy 
Immortality ; 1 ſay, I conſidered theſe 
weighty things, and wondred at the care- 

| Vefneſs, and prejudice of thoughts that oc- 
= caffond my ſuſpcing the realty of lo 
x glorious a priviledge ; I ſaw how little 
reaſon there. is in denying matters: of 7. 
= ward ſexſe, becauſe our Flves do not feel 
| & them, or cannot form an apprehenſion of 
.* themin our minds. I am convinced that 
'& things of gu/, and reliſh muſt be judg'd by 
= the ſextient, and wital faculties, and not by 
the roetical exerciſes of ſpeculative under- 
ſtandings : And upon the whole, I believe 
infinitely that the Divine Spirit affords its 
ſenſible preſence, and immediate beatifick 
Touch to ſome rare ſouls, who are di- 
veſted of carzal ſelf, and rnndane pleaſures ; 
abſtratted from the body, by Prayer and 
holy Meditation ; ſpiritual in their deſires , 
and cal in their affetions ; devout Lovers 
of God, and wertue, and tenderly affecti- 
oxate to all the world; fizcere in their 
aimes , and circumfpect in their aitions ; in- 
F 4. larged 
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larged in their fouls, and clear in their 
minds: Theſe 1 think are the diſpoſitions 
that are requiſite to fit us for Divine Com- 
#21ni0n ; and Ged trinſadts not in this ear 
way, but with prepared ſpirits who are thus. 
diſpoſed for the manifeſtation of his pre- 
ſence, and his Influence : And ſuch, I believe | 
he never fails to bleſs with theſe happy fore. | 
tafts of Glory... So 4 

But for thoſe that are-paſſtorate, and cor- 
ceited, turbulent and notional, confident and 
mmodeſt, imperious and malicious ; That | 
doat upon zrifles, and run fiercely in the | 
wayes of a Se, that are Hfted-up in the 
apprehenſion of the glorious prerogatives of 
themſebves, and their -party, and ſcorn all 
the world beſides; For ſuch, I ſay, be 
their pretenfions what they will, to Divine 
Communioz , illapſes, and diſcoveries, 1 be- 
Leve them not ; Their phancies abuſe them, 
or they would us. For what communion hath 
Light with Darkneſs, or the Spirit of the 
HOLY ONE. with thoſe, whoſe genius 
and wajes are ſo unlike him. But the other 
excellent ſouls I deſcribed, will as cer- 
rainly be viſited by the Divine preſence, and 
converſe , as the Chryſtaline ſtreams are, 
with the beams of light, or the fitly pre- 
pared earth whoſe ſeed is in it A | 
© FR wil 
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will be actuated. by. the Spiri# of Na- 
ture. hey. BR 

So that, there is no reaſon to. Objett 
here the want of Argelical (ommunications, 
though there were 2oze-vouchſated us, 
ſince. good men' enjoy the Divine , which 
are infinitely more ſatisfattory , and #n- 
dearing. x A. Je 
| And now I may have leave to proceed 
to the next Objection. which may be made 
to ſpeak thus: * I 
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(XII:;) "F-45 BELIEF of: Wiches 

| | and the wonderful things 

they are ſaid to perform by the help of the 

Confederate Dzmon, weakexs our. Faith, 

and expoſeth the iorld to Infidelity #2 the 

great matters of our Religion, Por if They 

by Diabolical aſſiſtance, can inflict and cure 

Diſeaſes, and do things ſo much _beyond the 

comprehenſion of .our Philoſophy , azd 

activity of common Nature ; What aſſurance '_ 

can we have, that the Miracles that'confirns 
ES our 
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our Goſpel were mot the effeits of 2 Compact 
of like nature, and that Devils were not 
caſt out by Beelzebub ? 7f evil Spirits ca 
allume Podjes, and render themſelves 
viſible zz humane likeneſs ; what ſecurity 
can we have of the reality of the Reſurre&ion 
of Chrift 2 And if,by their help, Witches car 
enter Chambers inviſibly through Key-holes 
and little unperceived Crannies, and trans- 
. form zhemſelves at pleaſure ; what ' Argu- 
ents of Divinity are there in our Saviour's 
ſhewing himſelf in the midſt of his Diſciples, 
when the Doors were ſhut, and his Trans- 
figuration i the Mount > Miracles are the 
great inducements of Belief, and how ſhall 
we diſtinguiſh a Miracle from a Lying 
Wonder ; 4 Teſtimony-fro-z Heaven, fron 
4 Trick ,of the Angels of Hell ; if they car 
perform. things that aftoniſh and confound 
our Reaſons, aud are beyond all the Poſhbilities 
of Humane Nature'? This Objeition is 
ſpiteful and miſchicvous, but I thus endea- 
vour to-diſpatch.it., 


p EET 
- % ——_—— ———_ 


(1,) HE WONDERS done by 
Confederacy With wicked 

Spirits, cannot derive a ſuſpition. upon 
the undoubted Hzracles - that were 
| wrought 
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wrought by the Author and Promulgers 
'of our Religion, as if they were performed 
by Diabolical Compact, fince their Spiris, 
Endeavonurs, and Deſigns, were notoriouſly 
contrary to all the Texdercies, ' Aims, and 
Intereſts of the Kingdome of Darkneſs. 
For, as to the Lite and Temper of the 
Blefled and adorable FESUS, we 
know there was an incomparable ſweetneſs 
in his Nature, Humility 1n his Manners, 
CalmneſS in his Temper , Compaſſion 1n 
his Miracles, Modeſly in his Expreſſions, 
Holineſs in all his Aims, Hatred of 
Vice and Baſeneſs, and LZove to All the 
World; all which are eſſeztially [contrary 
to the Nature and Conſtitution of Apeftate 
Spirits, who aboundin Pride and Ranconr, 
Inſolexce and Rudeneſs, Tyranny and Baſe- 
eſs, univerſal Malice, and Hatred of Mey. 
And their Deſigns are as oppoſite, as their 
Spirit and toner Genius. And now, Can 
the Suz borrow its Light fromthe bottorm- 
teſs Abyſs > Can Heat and. warmth flow 
in upon the World from the Regions of 
Sow and Ice ?- Can Fire freeze, and Wa-. 
zer burn > Can Natures, ſo infinitely con- 
trary, communicate, and jump in projects, 
that are deſixuiFive to each others known 
Intereſts ? 1s there any Balſome in the 

Cocka- 
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Cockatrices Egge > or, Can the Spirzt of 
Life How from the YVenome of the Aſp ? 
_ Will the Prize of Darkneſs ſtrengthen 
the 4rm that is Fretche out to pluck his 
Uſurp't Scepter, and his Spoils from him ? 
And will he lend his Zegzexs, to aſhſt the 
Armies of his Enemy againſt him > No, 
theſe are impoſſible Suppoſals ; No intel- 
ligent Being will induſtriouſly and know- 
ingly contribute to the Cortradid#ion of its 
own Principles, the Defeature of its Pur- 
"poſes, . and the Rnzize of its own deareſt 
Intereſts, There is no fear thex, that onr 
Faith ſhould receive prejudice from the 
acknowledgement of the Being. of witches, 
and power of evil Spirits, f{ince tis not the 
doing wonderful things that is the only 
"Evidence that the Holy FESUS was from 
God, and his Doctrine true; but the cor- 
qunition of other circumſtances, the holz- 
refs of his Life, the reaſonableneſs of his 
Religion, and the excellency of his Deſigns, 
added credit to his Works, and ſtrengthned 
the great Concluſion, That he could be no 
. other than the Son of God, and Saviour of © 
the world. But beſides, I ſay, _ 
(z.) THAT fince infinite wiſdow and 
Goodneſs rules the World, it. cannot be 
conceiv'd, that they ſhould give up the - 
greateſt 
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greateſt part of men to anavoidable de- 
ception. And it . evil Angels, by their, 
. Confederates are permitted to perform ſuch 
_ aſtoniſhing things, as ſeem ſo. evidently'to 
carry God's Seal and Power with them, for 
the confirmation of . Falſhoods, and gaining 
credit to /mpeſtors, without. any  counter- 
evidence to diſabuſe the World ; Man- 
kind is expoſed to ſad and fatal deluſion. 
And to ſay that Providence will ſuffer us 
to be deceived in things of the greateſt 
concernment., when we uſe the beſt of 
our care and endeavours to prevent it, is 
ro ſpeak hard things of Ged; and in ctie&t 
to affirm, That He hath nothing to do in 
the Government of the VWorld, or doth 
not concern himſelf in the affairs of poor 
forlorn Men. And if the Providence and 
Goodneſs of God be not a ſecurity unto us 
againſt ſuch Deceptions , we cannot be 
aflured, but that we are alwayes abuſed by 
thole »iſchievous Agents, in the Objetts- 
of plain ſenſe, and in all the matters of our 
daily Converſes. If ONE that pretends 
he is 72meaiately ſent from God, to over- 
throw the ancient Fabrick of Eſtabliſhed 
worſhip, and to erct a New Religion in 
His Namc, thall be borz of a Yirem, and 
honour'd by a miraculews Star ; proclaim- 
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ed by a Song of ſeeming Argels-of Lights 
and worſhipped by the wiſe Sages of the 
World, Revered by thoſe of the greateſt 
auſterity, and admired by all for a miracu- 
lows Wiſdom, beyond his Education and his 
Years: It He ſhall feed Multitudes with 
almoſt . othing, and faſt himſelf beyond 
all the poſſibhities of Nature : It He ſhall 
be transformed into the appearazice of 
extraordinary Glory, and converſe with 
veparted Prophets in their viſible Forms : 
It He ſhall Cure all Diſcaſes withour 
Phyſick or Endeavour, and raiſe the Dead to 
Life atter they have funk in their Graves : 
It He ſhall be honoured by Yozces from 
Heaven, and attract the univerſal wonder 
of Princes and People : If he ſhall allay 
Tempe3?s with a Beck, and caſt out Dew/ls 
with a word : If he ſhall foretc]l his own 
Death particularly, with its Tragical Cir- 
enmſtances, and tis Reſurre10n atter it: It 
the Yeil of the moſt famous Temple in the 
world ſhall be rear, and the Sum darkened 
at his Faxeral: If He ſhall, within rhe 
time foretold, break the bonds of Death, 
and lift up his Head our of the Grave : It 
AMultitudes of other departed Sonls (hall 
ariſe with Him, to attend at the Solermmnity 
of his' Reſurreftion : If He ſhall after 
Death, 


Death, w#/ibly converſe, and eat, and 
drink with divers perſons, who ' could 
not be deceived in a matter of clear ſeſez 
and aſcend in Glory in the preſence of 
an aſtoniſht and admiring Multitude : L 
ſay, if ſuch a One as this ſhould prove a 
Diabslical Impoſtor, and Providence ſhould 
permit him to be ſo credited and acknow- 
ledged ; What poſſibility were there then 
for us to be aflured, that we are not al- 
wayes deceived > yea, that our very Fa- 
culties were not given us only to delude 
and abuſe- us > And if ſo, the next Con- 
cluſion 1s, That there ts no God that judg- 
eth in the earth; and the beft, and moſt 
likely Hypotheſis will be, That the world ts 
given up to the Governement of the Devil. 
Bur if there be a Providence that ſupervi- 
ſeth us, (as nothing is more certain) doubt=- 
leſs,it will never ſnfter poor helpleſs Crea- 
tures to be zevitably dgceived,by the craft 
and ſubtilty of their miſchievous Enemy , 
to their undoing ; but will without que- 
ſtion take ſuch care, that the works 
wrought by Divine Power for the Confir- 
mation of Divize Truth, ſhall have ſuch 
viſible Marks and Signatures, it not in 
their Nature, yct in their Circumſtances, 
Ends, and Defiens, as ſhall diſcover —_— 
they 


about Witchcraft, 67 , | 


68 <<C 0nfiger ations 


they are, and ſufficicatly d;tigiſb theni 
from all | Impoſtures and Deluſions, And 
though wicked Spirits may perform ſome 
ſtrange things that may excite wonder for 
a while, yet He hath, and will ſo provide, 
that they ſhall be baffled and diſcredited 1 
as we know it was in the. caſe of Aoſes and 
the e/Eg yptian Magicians. | 
- Theſe things I count ſufficient to be 
ſaid to this /a/t, and ſhrewdeſt Objection ; 
Though ſome, I underſtand; excepr, that I 
have made it ſfrozger, then the anſwer I | 
have applyed. That I have urges the | 
argument of unbelievers home, and repre- | 
ſented it in it's fall frenpth I ſuppoſe can ' | 
be no matter of juſt reproof7; For to triumph 
| over the weakzeffof a Cauſe, and to over- 
look it's ftrength, is the trick of ſhallow,and 
zntereſſed Diſputers, and the worſt way to 
aefend a Good Canſe, or confute a bad one. 
I have therefore all along urged the moſt 
cozent things I could think of, for the 
intereſt of the objeers, becauſe I would 
not z-poſe upon my Reader or my ſelf; and 
the /frozger I make their premiſes the more 
{hall 1 weaken their cozcluſion, it I azſwer 
thei ; which whegher I have deze, or 
not, 1 refer my ſelf to. the judgments of 
the ingenious, and corfiderate ; from whom 
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I ſhould be very glad to be informed in 
what particular. points my Diſcourſe is: 
defedtive 3 General Charges are no proofs, 
nor are they calily capable of an anſwer. 
Yet, to the mention'd exception I ay _ 
That the flrength of the. Objedtion is 
not my fax?, tor the reaſors alledg'd ; and 
for the ſuppoſed incompetency of my return, 
I propole, that it the circumſtances of the 
Perſons, Ends, and Iſſues be the beſt Notes 
of Diftinttion berween true Miracles, and 
forgeries, Divine, and Dzabolical ones, 1 
have then ſaid exoxgh to ſecure the miracles. 
of our Saviour, and the Holy men of Ancient 
times. Bur-t theſe Objedors think, they 
can gfve us any better, or more izfallible 
Criteria, 1 detire them to weigh what .I 
have oFer'd about Atracles in ſome of the 
tollowing leaves, before they enter zhat 
thought among their certainties, And it 
F their other marks of difference will hold; 
4% notwithſtanding thoſe allegations, I ſuppoſe 
F the 22quifitive believing world would be 
glad ro know them ;_ and I ſhall have par- 
ticular obligations to the diſcoverer, tor the 
ſtrength with wiich he will thereby alliſt 
my Anſwer. | | 
Bur till I ſee zZhat, I.can ſay nothing 
fironger , or if Ifawit, which I mel 
Gy i 
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in haſt expe@, Tſhould not be convinced 
bur that the circumſtances of difference which 
I have noted, are aboundantly ſufficient to 
diſarme the objection ;, and to ſhew, that 
though Apparitions,Witchcraft,and Diabolical 
wonders are admitted : yet none of theſe, 
can faſten any ſlurre, or ground of dangerous 
doubt upon the miraculous periormances of 
the H. FESUS and his Apoſtles. It the 
diſſatisfied can ſhew it, I ſhall yield my | 
ſc]f an humble proſelzte to their Reaſons, 
bur ti]] 1 know them, the gexeral ſuggeſtion 
will not convince me. A 
NOW, befides whar I have diredtly 
ſaid ro the main Objefion,T have this to add i 
to the Objeffors, That 1 could wiſh they | 
would take care of ſuch Suggeſtions ; which, | 
it they overthrow not the Opinien they 
"oppoſe, will dangerouſly affront the Religi- 
on they would ſcem to acknowledge. For | 
he that ſaith, That if there are WITCHES, | 
there is 20 way to prove that Chriſt Jeſus | 
Was not 4 Magician, and Diabolical Impeſtor, | 
puts a deadly Weapon into the hards of || 
the /zfidel, and is himſelf next door to the ;} 
SIN AG AINST THE HOLY GHOST : of | 
which, in order to the perſwading greater | 
tenaerneſs and caution 1n ſuch matters, I | 
2ive this ſhort account, | 


SECT. 


; 
>» 


— 


SECT. XV 


HE S1N againſt the Holy Ghoſt is 

ſaid to be Unpardonable ; by 

which ſad Attribute, and the Diſcourſe 
of our Savzonr, Mat. XII. from the xxit. 
to the xxxlii. verſe, we may anderſtand. 
its Nature. In order to which we con; 
ſider, That ſince the eMercies of Ged, 
Z and the Merits of his Som, are infinites, 
| EZ there isnothing can make a Sin #xpardonable, 
Z but what makes it 2zcarable; and there 
is no Sin but what is curable by a frong. 
= Faith, and a Uigororts Endeavour : For 4 
= things are poſſible to him that believeth. So. 
| that, That which makes a Sin 7zcurable,, 
= muſt be ſomewhat that makes Faith impoſe 
' & f#ble,and obſtruQs all means of Conviction. 
 E In order to the finding which, we muſt 
| conſider the wayes and methods the Divine, 
' & Goodneſs hath taken, -for the begetting 
= Faith, and cure of Infidelity : which it. 
artempted, firſt,by the Prophets, and holy 
men of antient times, who,by the excellexcy 
of their DotFrive, the greatneſs of their 
* Miracles, and the holineſs of their Lives, 
# cndeavoured the conviction and reforma- 
tion of a ſtubborn and unbelieving World. 
Cx 2 Burt 
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But though Few believed their report, and 
men would not be prevail'd on by what 
they did, or what they ſaid; yet their 
Infidelity was not hitherto 7curable , be- 
cauſe further »weas were provided in the 
Miniſtry of Fohn the Baptiſt, whoſe Lite, 
was more ſevere, whoſe DoGtines were 
more plain, preſſing and particular : and 
thetefore *rwas poſſible that He might have | 
ſucceeded. Yea, and where He failed, and | 
could not open mens hearts and their eyes, | 
the Effet was ſtill in poſſibility, and it | 
might be expeQted from Hi: that came | 
after, to whom the Prophets and Fohn | 
were but the Tw:/ight and the Dawr. And ® 
though His miraculous Birth, the Song of © 
CAngels, the Fourney of the wiſe Men of |! 
the Eat, and the correſpondence of Pro- 
phefies, with the Circumſtances of the firit 
appearance of the wonderful Tufant : 1 Þ 
70 though theſe had not been taken notice | 
of, yet was there a further proviſion | 
made for the care of Jnfidelity, in his | 
aſtonilbing wiſedom, and moſt excellent | 
Doftrines; For, He ſpake as never Man | 
did, And when Theſe were deſpiſed and | 
negleQed, yet there were other wears ta- Þ 
wards Convidtion, and Cure of Unbelief, in } 
thoſe mighty Forks that bore Teſtimony of } 

Him, | 


it 


is > (0 wh ww Gn (DD wie) OO © 4 


PH -, 


—— -- per 2 md Rte "_ A 2; ” _ _ 
$3222 WOMEN, > ae $ bs re 44 WT EATEN EET Toy x Oe, 
oy Pye; DES ETSY, , x: Lox ore, papers 1 F: be” I wn 


Pt Tha | 


about VVitchcraft, 73 
Him , and wore the evident marks of 
Divine Power in their foreheads. Bur 
when after all, Theſc clear and ungqueStion- 
able Mirasles which were wrought by the 
Spirit of God, and had eminently his 
Superſcription on them, ſhall be aſcribed 
to the Agency of evil Spirits, and Diabolical 
Compact, as they were by the malicious 
and ſpightful Phariſees in the periods above- 
mentioned ; when Thole great and lai 
Teſtimonies againſt 7fedelity, (hall be ſaid 
to be bur the Tricks of Sercery, and Comm- - 


= plotment wich Helliſh Confederates, This 


is Blaſphemy in the higheſt , againſt the 
Power and Spirit of God, and ſuch as cuts 
off all 22ears of Convidtion, and puts the 
Unbcliever beyond all poſſibilities of Cure. 


Z For Mzrracles arc God's Seal, and the great 


and laſt evidence of the truth of any Do- 


Z &rine, And though, while Zheſe are on- 
Z ly diſ-believed as to the Fad, there re- 


mains a poſſzbility of perſwaſion, yet, when 
the Fac? ſhall be acknowledg'd, bur the 
Power bliſphemed, and the eftc&s of the 
adorable Spirit maliciouſly imputed to the 


4 Devils ; ſuch a Blaſphemy, ſuch an nftaelity 


1s zncurable, and conſequently unparaen- 
able. 1 ſay, in ſumme, the Sin againſt 


the Holy Ghoſt ſcems. to be a malicious ime 


&-2  putation 
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Putation of the Miracles wrought by the 
Spirit of God in our Saviour to Satarical 
Confederacy, and the power of Apoſtate 

Spirits; Then" which , nothing is more 
blaſphemous, and nothing is more like to 
provoke the Holy Spirit that 1s ſo abnſed 


ro. an Eternal Derelittion of fo Vile and fo 


Incurable an Unbeliever. 


THIS account, as 'tis clear and rea- | 
ſonable-in it ſelf, ſoit is plainly lodg'd in 


the mention'd Diſcourſe of our Saviour. | 


And moſt of thoſe that ſpeak other things 


about it, ſeem to me to talk at random, | 
and pertedaly without Book. But to leave Þ 
them to the fondneſs of their own conceits, | 
I think it now time to draw up te a Con- | 


cluſion of the whole. 


-RIGYVT,- KVT. 


—_ 


T * HEREFORE briefly, Sir, I have | 

endeavourcd in theſe Papers, which | 
my reſpe& and your concernmeat in the } 
ſubje& have made yours, to remove the Þ 
mgin prejudices I could think of, againſt 
the exiſtence of witches and Apparitzons : |} 
and I'm ſure I have ſuggeſted much more |} 


againſt | 
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againſt what I defend, than ever I heard 
or ſaw in any that oppoſed it ; whoſe 
Diſcourſes, for the moſt part, have ſeemed 
to me inſpired by a lofty ſcorn of common 
belief, and ſome trivial Notions of Vulgar 
ah And in deſpiſing the Common 
Faith about matters of Fat, and fondly 


adhering to zf in things of Speculation, they 


& & 


very grofly and abſurdly miſtake: For 1n 
things of Fa, the People are as much. to 
be believ'd, as the moſt ſubtile Philoſophers 
and Speculators ; ſince here, Sexſe is the 
Judge. But in matters of Notions and 
Theory, They are not atall to be heeded, 
becauſe Reaſoz is to be Judge of theſe, and 
this they know not how to uſe. And yet 
thus it is with thoſe wiſe Philoſophers, that 
will deny the plaiz evidence of the Senſes 
of Mankind, becauſe they camot reconcile 
appearances with .the tond Crotchets of a 


Z Philoſophy, which they lighted on in the 


High-way by chance, and will adhere to at 
adventure, go that I profeſs, for mine own 
part, I never yet heard any of the confident 
Declaimers againſt witchcraft and Appari- 
trons, ſpeak any thing that might move 
a mind, in any degree inſtructed ih the 
generous kinds of Philoſophy, and Natare 
ol things. And for the Objeftions I have 

4. recited 
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recited , they are moſt of _ them ſuch as 
roſc out of mine own thoughts, . which 1 
obliged to conſider what was poflible ta 
be ſaid upon this eccaſior. 

For though I have examined SCOT'S 
DISCOVERY, fancying that there I ſhould 
find the romp reaſons of mens diſ-belict in 
this matter ; yet I profeſs I mer not with 
the leaſt ſuggeſtion in all that Farrago, but 
what. it had been ridiculous for me to have 
gone about to axſwer : For the Author | 
doth little bur tell add Tales, and filly Ze- 
gends, which he canfutes and laughs ar, | 
and pretends zh to be a Confutation of the 
Being of witches and Apparitions. In all 
which, His Reaſonings 'are trifling and 
Childiſh\; and when He ventures at Philo- 
fophy, He is little better than abſurd : So | 
that *rwill be a wonder to me, if any but 
Boyes and—Buffſoons imbibe any Prejudices 
againſt a Belicf ſo. infinitely Confirmed , 
from the Zooſe and 1mpotent Suggeſtions of 
ſo weak a Diſcqurler. 

But however obſerving two things, in | 
that Dzſcourſe that would pretend to be 
more then: ordinary Reaſons ,. I ſhall do 
rhem the ctviJity to examine them. Ir is 
ſaid then, | 


(1.) That 


Jpn wc 
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(i:) *F*Hat the Gofpel # filext, as to 
the being of WITCHES , and*tis 

not likely, if there were ſ#c#, but- that our 


Saviour or his Apoſtles had given intimations 
of their exiſtence. The other 15, 


(2.) M-- are ceaſed, and there- 
fore the eu things 


aſcribed ro UDitcycra 
Dreams and {mpoſtures. 


FOR ANSWERKR to the FIRST in arder, 


t arc ſuppoſed 


. I conſider ( x.) That though the HiFory 


of the New Teſtament were granted to be 
filent in the Buſineſs of witches and Compatts, 
yet the Records of the Old have a frequent 
mention of them. The Law, Exod. XXII. 


- xviii. againſt permitting them to live (which 


I mention'd 1n the beginning) is fas. 


| And we have another remarkable prohibitior 


of them, Deut. XVIII. x, xi. There ſhall 

not be found among you any one, that maketh 

his ſor or his daughter paſs through the Fire, 

or that uſeth Divination, or an Obſerver of 

Times, or an Enchanter, er a WITCH, or a 

Charmer or a Couſulter with Familiar Spirits, 
or a Wizard, or 4 Necromancer. Now this 

accumulation of Names, (ſome oft which 

arc 
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are of the ſame ſenſe and import) is a plain 
indication that the HEBREW WITCH was 
one that practiced by compa? with evil 
ſpirits. And many of the ſame expreſſions 
are put together in the charge againſt 
Manraſſes., Il Chron. XXXIII. viz. That 
he cauſed his Children to paſs through the 
Fire, obſerved Times, uſed Inchantments, 
and Witchcraft. and dealt with Familiar 
Spirits,and with WIZARDS, So that though Ml 
the orj772al word which we render WITCH | 
and WITCHCRAFT ſhould, as our Sad- | 
duces urge, fignifie only a CHEAT and a 
POYSONER, yet thoſe others mention'd, 
plainly enough ſpeak the thing, and Thave | 
given an account in the former Corfidera- | 
trons, how a WITCH in the common notion 
is 2 Poyſozer. But why mcer poyſoizg ſhould 
have a diſtin Zaw againſt it, and not be 
concluded under the general one againſt 
Anrder , why meer Legerdemain, and 
Cheating ſhould be ſo ſeverely animadverted 
ON, as to be reckon'd with 1chautments, 
converſe with Devils, and Idolatrous pra- 
ices: I believe the denyer of WITCHES 
will find it hard to give a reaſon. To which 
I may add ſome other paſlages of Scripture 
. that yield ſufficient evidence in the cale. 
The Nations are forbid to hearken to the 
OE Diviners, 
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Diviners, Dreamers, Inchanters, and+ Sor. 
cerers, Jer. XXVII. 1x, The Chaldears are 
deeply threatned for their Sorceries, and 
Inchantments, Iſa. XLVII. ix, And we 
read that Nebuchadnezzar calld the Magi- 
cians, Aſtrologers, Sorcerers, and Chaldaans, 
totell his Dream, My mention of which 
laſt, minds me to fay, that for ought T 
have to the contrary, there may be a ſort 
of Witches and Wagicigns that have 

no Familiars, that they kyow, nor any ex- 
preſs compact with Apoſtate Spirits ; who 
yet may perhaps a& ſtrange things by Dz- 


 abolick aids, which they procure by the uſe 


of thoſe forms, and wicked Arts that the 
Devil did firſt impart to his Confederates : 
and we know not but the Zaws of that 
Dark Kingdom may injoyn a particular atten- 
dance upon all thoſe that pradtice their 
Myſteries, whether they know them to be 
theirs, or ot. For a great intereſt of their 
Empire may be ſerved by this projed, fince 
thoſe that find ſuch ſucceſs in the #7kzown 
Conjurations, may by that be told on to 
more expreſs rranſattions with thoſe Fiends, 
that have affiſted them 2zcogn7to: Or, if 
they proceed not ſofar, yer they run upon 
a rock by acting in the dark, and dealing 
in unknown, and unwarranted Arts, in 


which 
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which the effec# is much beyond the proper 
efficiency of the things they uſe, and affords 
ground of more then ſuſpicion that ſome MW 
evil Spirit is the Agent in thoſe wondrous | 
performances. Bs > 
Upon this account I ſay, it is not to me 
unlikely but that the Dewi/s may by their 
own Coxſtitution be bound to attend upon 
all that uſe their ceremonies, and Forms, 
though 77norantly, and without deſig of E- 
vil ; and ſo Conjuration may have been per- 
formed by thoſe who arc none of the -Cove- 
»ant-So0rcerers and Unitches. Among 
thoſe perhaps we may juſtly reckon Balaam, 
and rhe Diviners. For Balaam, Monceus 
hath undertaken to clear him from the gailz 
of the greater- Sorcery, And the Divers 
arc uſually d;/#;2&ly mentioned from thoſe 
that had familiar Spirits. The Aſtrologers 
alſo of Elder times, and thoſe of owrs, I 
take to have been of this ſort of Magicians, 
and ſome of them under the colour of that 
Myſtical Science, worſe, And I queſtion nor, 
bur that things are really dove, and fore- 
zold by thoſe pretended Artiſts, that arc 
much beyond the regular poſſibilities of 
their 4rt ; which in this appears to be ex- 
\ ceedingly uncertain, and precarious, in that 
there are no leſs then ſix wayes of ereting a 
Scheme, 
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Scheme, ineach of which the predidtuun of 
Events ſhall be different, and yer cvery one 
of them be juſtifiable by rhe les of that 
Science, And the Principles they go upon, 
arc found to be very arbitrary, and anphile- 
ſephical, not by the ordinary Declaimers 
againſt it,but by the moſt profound ingquirers 
into things, who perfectly azder/tand the 
whole 5/tery, and are the only competent 
udges. | 
: (568 thoſe Myſtical Students may in 
their firſt addrefles to this Sczezce, have no 
other deſign, bur the ſatisfa&tion of their. . 
Curioſity to know remote, and hidden things, 
Yet that in the progreſs being not Cd 
within the bounds of their 477, doth man 
times tempt the Cur/owe Inquirer to uſe 
worſe means of 1zformation ; and no doubr 
thoſe 1ſchievons Spirits that are as vigilant 
as the Bea#ks of prey, and watch all occafions 
roger us within their exv#0s reach,are more. 
conſtant artenders, and careful Spyes upon. 
the actions, and inclinations of ſuch,whoſe, 
genius, and defipnes prepare them for their 
Temptations. So that I look on Judictal 
Iſtrology as a fair introduction ro Sorcery, 
and witchcraft, And who knows bur that 
it was firſt ſer on; foot by the /»fernal Hun- 
zers,as 2 lure to draw the Car:oſs's into thoſe 
ſnarcs 
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ſnares that lye hid beyond ir. And yet, I 
believe alſo, It may be iznocextly enough 
ſtudied by thoſe, that aime only to under- 
ſtand what zt #, and how far it will honeſtly 
o; and are not willing to condemn any 
thing which they do not comprehend. But 
that 'They muſt take care to keep themſelves 
within the bounds of ſober enquiry, and 
not indulge zrreenlar ſollicitudes about the 
Knowledge of things which providezce hath 
rhought fit. to coxceale from us ; Which 
who ever doth, layes himſelt open to the 
deſignes, and ſollicitattons of Evil Spirits, 

and I believe there are very few amon 
thoſe who have been addicted to thoſe 
#range Arts of wonder, and predidtion, but 
have found themſelves attacqued by fome 
unknown ſollicitours, and inticed by them 
to the more dargeroms Actions, and Corre- 
ſporrdencies. For as there are a ſort of baſe, 
and ſordid Spirits that attend the exvy, and 
malice of the ignorant, and wiler fort of 
perſons, and betray them into CorpatFs by 
promiſes of Revenge ; So,nodoubr,there are 
a kind of more airy, and Speculative Fiends, 
of an higher rank, and order then thoſe 
wretched 1mps, who apply themſelves to 
the Curious ; and many times prevail with 
them by offers of the more recondite _— 
edge 


- 
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ledoe, As we know it was in the firſt temp- 
zation. Yea, and ſometimes they are fo 
cautious, and wary in their Converſations 
with more refized perſons, that they never 
offer to make any expreſs covenants with 
them. And to this purpoſe I have been 
informed by a very learned, and Reverend 
Dr. that one M. Edwards a Maſter of Arts 
of Trin, Coll, in Cambridge being reclaimed 
from (ozjuration,declared in his Repentance, 
that rhe Demon alwayes appeared to him 
like a man of good farnion, and never re- 
quired any Cozzpadt from him. And no 
doubt, They ſort themſelves agrecably to 
the ſtate, port, and genizs of thoſe with 
whom they Coxverſe ; Yea, 'tis like, as 1 
conjeured, arc af/fiſtant ſometimes to 
thoſe, ro whom they dare not ſhew them- 
ſelves in any openzeſi of appearance, leaſt 
they ſhould friz ht them from thoſe wayes 
of Sin, and. Temptation. So that we ſee, 
that Men may act by evil ſpirits withour 
their own knowledge that they do ſo. _ 
And pofſhbly Nebuchadnezzar's wiſemen 
might be of this ſort of Magicians; which 
ſuppoſal I mention the rather becauſe ir 
may ſerve me againſt ſome things that may 
be objected : For, it may be ſaid, If They 
had been in Corfederacy with Devils, it is 
not 
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not probable, that Daniel would have been 
their Advorate, or in ſuch inofferfive termes 
have diftinguiſht their 5, from Divine 
Revelation; nor ſhould He, ene would 
think, have accepted the office of being 
Provoſt over them. Theſe Circumſtances 
may be ſuppoſ'd to intimate a probability, 
that the ag of Babylon were inno profeſt 
Diabolical Complotment, and I grant it. But 
yet they w2ight, and in all likelyhood aid uſe | 
the Arts, and Methods of attion, which ob- | 
rain Demonaick Cooperation, and aſſiſtance, | 
though withour their privy, and ſo they | 
were a leſs Criminal (ort of Conurers ; For | 
thoſe arts were conveyed down along to} 
Them from one hand to another,and the ſuc- | 
ceflours ſtill rook them up from thoſe thar | 
preceded without a Philoſophical Scrutiny, 
or Examen, "They ſaw, range things were | 
doze, and Events predicted by ſuch forms, | 
and ſuch words; How, they could not tell, | 
nor *tis like, did not z29uire, but contented | 
themſelves with this gereral account, that | 
*ewas by the power of their Arts, and were | 
not ſolicitors for any better reaſon; This I | 
ſay was probably the caſc of moſt of thoſe 
Prediffors, though, it may be, others of 
them advanced further into the more de(- 
perate part of the Myſtery, :And that ſore 
1 
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did immediately tranſact with appearing evil 
Spirits in thoſe'times, is apparent_cnough 
from expreſs mention in the Scriptures I 
have alledg'd. TR 

And the foryofthe WITCH of END OR 
x Sam. XXVIII. is a remarkable demon- 
fration of the main concluſion; which will 
appear when, we have::confidered, and. 
removed the fancy, and gleſſes of our Author: 
abour it, in-:his DISCOVERY ; where to: 


2 avoid this evidence, | he affirms, The: 
2 »#ITCH to.be but a Cozeper,: and the whole 
= ravſattion. a Cheat and Impoſture, managed. 
= by her ſelf, and a Confederate. And in one 


tothe perſwading zth#, he'tells a fine Tate, 
viz. Thar ſhe departed from Sas/ into her: 
Cloſet, Where Cabilels ayes he; ſhe 


8 had a Familiar,ſome lewd crafty Prieſt; and: 


<made Savl ſtand at the Door like a Fool, to 


7 hear the Cozexivg Anſwers. He faith; ſhe 
© there uſed the ordinary words of Corju- 


ation; and afrer them, Samuel appears,' 


Z *whom he affirms to be no other than either: 


| *the 7tch her ſelf, or her Confederate. ' By 
this pretty &zack and contrivance be thinks 


he hath diſabled the Relatioz from fignifying 
to.our purpole. | 1925 
But the DIS COYERE R, might bave, 
conkider'd, thar all this is an 1nvention, 3nd 
H without 
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without Book,*: For! there 1s no+ mention of 
the witches.Cloſetor her reti#inp imoanother 
Room, or her. Confederate, ior her! Form of 
Conjuration : I lay nothing ot all rhis, is 
as.much as intimated in the' H#/tory ; and 
if-we may: take” this large liberty in the 
interpretation of Scripture,' there 1s ſcarce a 
ſtory in the Biblejbut may be niade a Fallacy, 
and 1poſture; 'or any thingthat we pleaſe. 
. Nor4s this tancy- of his only” arbitrary, but 
indeed .contraty 10 the- cirramſtances of the | 
Text, 'Þor it' — "Saul perceived it was 
Samet, andibowed himſelf; and this Samuel 
rruly toretold his approaching Fate, viz. | 
that 7/rael ſhould. be deliverid/ with - Him | 
_ Into «tac hands: 'of the Phil;ftines; and that | 
onithermorrow He, . and his:Ses ſhould be Z 
ihthe fate of the Dead, which doubtleſs'is Þ 
meant by the expreſſion, that [zhey ſhould | 
be with Him|\N hich contizgent particulars, | 
how-could rhe. Cozezer and ther :coufederate 3 
foretell; if*there were nothing 1n 1t extra- 8 
orainary andi preternatural ? WY 
\{r hath indeed been a great diſpute among | 
Interpreters, whether the real Samuel 'was| 
7aiſed, or the Devil in his likeneſs> Moſt | 
later Writers ſuppoſc-it ro have been an 
evil Spirit, upon the ſuppoſition that good! 
and happy ſouls can never. return _ | 
| rom | 


| 


Is | 


by 
fy 
| : 


pil 

04 | 
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from their Celeſtial abodes ; and they are 
not certainly- at the beck, -and call of an 
impious Hagg. But then'thoſe of the other 
ſide urge; / that the Pety of the words that 
were ſpoke, arid the ſeaſonable reproof given 
ro deſpairing Szal,, are indications {ufhcic nt 
that they'come not from Hell ; and eſpecial- 
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ly they think the Propheſie of circumſtances 


very accidental to be an argument, that it ' 


» 


was not utter'd by any- of the i»fernal - 
Predictors. And for the- ſuppoſal thar is the 


grou nd of that interpretation, "1s judged 


exceedingly precarious ; for who ſaith that” 
happy departed ſouls were never employed ' 
in any 2#iniſteries here 'below'? And thoſe 


diflenters: arc ready to ask: a reaſon, why 


they may not be ſent in meſſages to Earrh, 


as well as thoſe of the Angelical Order'? 


They are nearer allyed to our Natures, and. 
ttpon that account more'zrimately concers d 
2 inouraffairs; and the example of returning 
Lazarms is evidence of the thing de fatto: 


Beſides which, that'it was the real Samuel 
they think made. probable by the opinion 
of Jeſus Syrac, Eccleſ. XLVI. xix, xx. 
who faith of him, That after his death he 


Propheſied and ſhewed the K ing his end: winch 


allo is likely from the circumſtance of the 


womans aſtoxiſhment, and crying out when 
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ſhe ſaw him, intimating her ſurprize, in 
that the power of God had over-ruled her 
Inchantments , and ſent another than ſhe . 
expected. And they conceive there is no. 
more incongruity in ſuppoſing God ſhould 
ſend Samuel to rebuke Saul tor this his laſt 
folly, and to predict his inſtant ruine, than 
in his interpoſing E/zas to the meſlengers of 
Ahazias when he ſcent to Beelzebub, Now. 
if it were the yeal Samuel, as the Letter 
' exprefſeth, { and the obvious ſenſe is to 
be followed when there is no-cogent reaſon 
to decline it) he was not raiſed by the power 
of the witches Inchautments, but came 
on that»occaſion in a Divine  Errand. But 


yet attempts and endeavours to raiſe er 
Familiar Spirit (though at that time over- 
rulcd) arc arguments that it had been her 
cuſtom to do -ſs. Or 1t it were as the other 
ſide concludes, the Devil in the ſhape of: 
Samuel, her Diabolical Confederacy is yer 
mc palpable. | 


—— 
——_ 
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T Have now done with SCO T, and his 
preſumptions; and am apt to phancy, 
 thar 


- 
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that there is nothing more necdful to be ſaid 
to Diſcover the Diſcoverer. But there is an 
Author infinitely more valuable, that .calls 
me to conſider him, Tis the great Epsſcopame, 
who, though he grants a ſort of witches, 
and Magicians, yet denies Compatts, His 
Authority, 1 contels is conſiderable, but ler 
us weigh his Reaſors. 3425 
His Firſt 1s, That there'is no example 
of any of the prophane Nations that were in 
ſuch Compatrt ; whence he would zxfer,thar 
there are no expreſs Covenants with evil 
Spirits in particular Inſtances. Bur I think 
that both propoſition,and conſequence arevery 
obnoxious, and defefive. For that there 
were Nations that did a&ually worſhip-the 
Devil is plain enough in the records of 
antient times, and ſome ſo read that place 
in the Pſalmes, The Gods of the Heathen are 
Devils, and Sathan we know is call'd'the 


_ Godof this world, Yea, our Anthor himſelf 


confefſeth that the Nation:of the' Fewes , 
were ſo ſtrictly prohibited witchcraft, and 
all tranſaction wich evil ſpirits ; becauſe of 
their proeneſſto worſhip them. But what 
zeed more > There are at this Day that pay 
ſacrifice, and all ſacred homage to the 'wie- 
ked Dne in a v//b/e appearance ; .and--ris 
well knowa to thoſe of our owx that 7raffice, 

H 3 and 
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and reſide in 7hoſe parts, that the Caribbians 
worſhip the Dew under the name of 2fa- 
beya, who frequently ſhews' himſelf, and 
tranſacts with them ; the like Travellers 
relate concerning divers other parts of the 
barbarous Indies : and*tis confidently re- 
ported by ſober intelligent men that have 
viſited thoſe places, that moſt of the Lap- 
landers, and ſome other Northern people | 
are Witches, That tis. plain that there arc | 
National Confederacies with Devils ; or, it 
there. were zone, 1 ſee, how it could be | 
inferr'd thezce, that. there are no perſonal | 
ones, no more, . then that there were never | 
any -Demoriacks, becauſe we know of no " 
Nation univerſally poſſeſſed; nor any Lunaticks Þ 
1n the world, becauſe there is no Conntry 3 
at. Madmen. Bur our Authour reaſons 
gal 4s 
.» :(z) To this purpoſe ; That the profligate | 
©*perſons who are 0670x1045 to thole groſs i 
 **perptations,' are faſt enough before; and it 
Fortherefore ſuch a Covenant were peedleſs, |: 
**and of no. avail to the Tempters Pro- i 
ins. 2 
i. This Obje10xT have anſwered already, ? 
1n niy Remarques'-upon\ the IX Prejudice, 
and mind you again here, that if the Deſigns | 
of 'thoſc evi Spirits were only -in gexeral to | 

| TT. ſecure 8 


we 
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ſecure wicked men to the Dark Kingdom, 
ir might better be pretended' that we can- 
not give 2 reaſop ſor their terprations,, and 
indeavonrs inithis kind ; But it being bkely, 
as I have conjeaur'd, rhar cach of rhoſe 
infernal Tempters hath a partYcular property 
in thoſe he hath ſeduced, © and'ſecared by ſuch 
compags, their reſpe&ive pride and ty- 
rannical delire of ſlaves, \ may* reaſonably 
be thoughr to ingage them ini fuch Artemprs 
in which their ſo peculiar intcreſt is' con- 
ng <EN, ates 

Bur I add what is more zrecf, vizs That 
ſuch defperate Sinners are. made more {a'c to 
the feral Kingdom at /arze , | by fuch 
Helliſh Covenants and Combinations; fince 
thereby they Tents and hardez their 
hearts againſt God; ahd put.themſclves at 
preater diſtance from his Grace, and his 
Spirit ; givethe deepeſt wound to,.Conſcience, 
and els to wiak againſt all it's ght and 
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So that this learned Author hath but little 
reaſon to obje&t CE TED . 
(3) That to endeavour ſuch an expreſs 
(covenart is.contrary to the intereſts of Hell; 
which indeed are zhis way ſo mightily pro- 
moted, An& whereas he ſuggeſts, - that a 
thing ſo horrid: is like to ſtartle conſcience, 
and 4waken.the Soul to (onfideration, and 
repentance ; 1 Reply, that indeed conſidering 
244 in the general, as a rational Creature, 
acted by hopes, and feares, and ſexſible of 
the joyes and miſeries of another world, one 
would expeC& it ſhould be ſo: But then, if 
we caſt our eyes upon az as really he ts, 
ſunk into fleſh, and preſent ſenſe; darkned in 
his »2ird, and governed by his imagination ; 
blinded by his paſſions, and beſotted by ſin, 
and folly ; haraned by evil Cuſtomes, and | 
hurried-away by the #errext of his inclinati-. | 
025, and defires; I ſay, looking on man in 
this zziſerable ſtate of Evil, *tis not incredible 
that he ſhould be prevailed upon by the 
Tempter, and his own Tufts to aRtat a wor- 
derful rate of 14dneſs, and continue uncon- 
gerned, and ſtupid 1n it; intent upon his 
preſent ſatisfattions, without: ſenſe or con- 
ftaeration of the dreadfulneſs, and danger 
of his Condition, . and by this, T am fur- 
niſhed alſo to meer a Forrth Objection of 
ur airs) The 
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(4.) That *tis. not probable upon the 
witches part, that zhey will beſo deſperate 
to renounce God, and eternal happineſs,and 
ſo, everlaſtingly undo their boates, and ſouls, 
for a ſhort and trivial intereſt z which way 
of arguing will only infer, that mankind 
aits ſometimes, to prodigious degrees of bru- 
tiſhneſs ; and attually we ſee it in the inſtances 
of every day. - There is not a Lyſt ſo baſe, 
| and fo centemptible, but there are thoſe 
continually, in our eyes, that feed it with 
the ſacrifice of their eternity, and their ſouls; 
and daring vinners ruſh upon the blackeſt 
villanies with ſo little rezworſe, or ſenſe, as 
if it were their deſigzs to prove, that they 
have nothing left them of +hat whereby they 
are me. So that nought can be inferr'd 
trom this Argument,but that humane nature 
is zncredibly degenerate; and the wileneſs, 
and ſtupidity of men is really {o great, that 
things are Cuſtomary, and common which one 
could not think poſſzble, it he did not hourly 
fee them. And if men of liberal Education, 
and acute Reaſon, that know their Duty, and 
their dazger, are driven by their appetites, 
with their eyes open, upon the molt fatal 
Rocks, and make all the haſtc they can from 
their God, and their happipeſs ; It ſuch can 
barter thcir ſouls for trifles,and ſell ror O08 

| or 
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for a moment, ſport upon the brink of 1 
recipice, and contemn all the terrours of the 
future dreadful day ; why ſhould it then 
be zncredible that a bratiſh,vile perſon, ſotred 
with J2zoraxce,and drunk with malice, mind- 
&ff of God, and unconcerned about a future 
Being, ſhould be perſwaded to accept of 
preſent, delightful gratifications, without 
duly weightng the deſperate Condition ? 

Thus, Iſnppoſe, I have anſwered alfo 
the Arguments of this great man, againſt 
the Covenants of Witches ; and fince 4 
perſon of ſuch ſagarity and learning, hath | 
zo more to ſay againſt what I defend, and | 
another of the ſamze Character, the ingeni- | 
ous M. S. Parker,who directed me to hizs, |: 
reckons theſe the ſtrongeſt things that can be i 
objetted in the Caſe, 1 begin to arrive to an | 
higher degree of confidence 1n this belief; and 
am almoſt inclined to pharcy, that there is | 
Hittle more to be ſaid to purpoſe, which 
may not by the z7provement of my C O N- | 
SIDERATIONS be calily anſwered ; 
and I am yer the more fortified in my con-: 
ceit, becauſe I have ſince the former Ed;tioz 
of this book, ſent to ſeverall acute, and 
ingenious perſons of my acquaintance, to 
beg their Objet#ions, or thoſe they have heard 
from others,againſt my Diſcourſe or Rela _ 

that 
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that I might conſider them in this: ButT 


can procure #oxe ſave onely rhoſe few T have 


now diſcuſs'd, Moſt of my Friends telling 


me, that they have not mer with 2zy, that 


xzeed, or deſerve my notice. 


Cs... £ _ H—_— 
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SECT. XI. 
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Y all this it is evident; that there were 

WITCHES in ancient times under the 
Diſpenſation of the LAW; and that there 
were ſuch in the 7 mes of the GOSPEL 
alſo, will not be much more difficult to 
make good. Ihad a latc occaſion to ſay 
ſomething about this, in a Letter to a perſon 
of the higheſt honour, trom which I ſhall 
now borrow ſome things to my preſent 


£ _ purpoſe. 


| SAY then (II.) That there were compatts 
with evil Spirits in thoſe times allo, is 
methinks intimated ſtrongly in that faying 
of the Fews concerning our Saviour, That he 
caſt out Devils by Beelzebuh. In his return 
to which, he denies not the . ſuppoſitioz or 
Poſſibility of the thing in general; but clears 
himſelf by an appeal to the actions of their 
OWN 
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own children; whom they would not tax 
{o ſeverely. And I cannot very well under- 
ſtand why thoſe times ſhould be priviledg'd 
from WITCHCRAFT, and Dzabolical 
| (ompaits, more than they were from Poſ- 
ſeſſions, which we know were then more 
frequent(tor ought appears to the contrary) | 
than ever they were before or fince. But 
befides this, There are” intimations plain 
cnough in the Apoſtles Writings of the being 
of Sorcery and WITCHCRAFT. St, Paul 
reckons witchcraft next 1dolatry,in his (ata- 
logue of the works of the fleſh, Gal. V. xx. | 
and the Sorcerers are again joyn'd with | 
Tdolaters in that ſad Denunciation, Rev. XXI. | 
viii, and alittle after,Rev. XXII. xv. They | 
are reckon'd again among 1delaters, Mur- | 
aerers, and thoſe others that are without, 
And methinks the ſtory of Sim0z Magus, 
and his Drabelical Oppoſitions of the Goſpel 
in its begenmings, ſhould afford clear con- | 
viction. To all which, I add this more 
general conſideration. 
(3.) That though the New Teſtament 
had mention'd nothing of this matter, yer 
its ſilence in ſuch caſes is not argumentative. 
Our Saviour ſpake as he had occaſion, and 
the thouſandth part of what he djd,and ſaid, 
is not recorded, as one of his Hiſtorians 
intimates 
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intimates. He ſaid nothing of thoſe large 
unknown TratFs of America, nor gave he . 
any intimations of as much as the Exiſtence 
of that zumerous people ; much leſs did he 
leave izſ{ruc#tons abour their conver fiow. He: 

ives-no account of the affairs and fare of 
the other world, but only that gezeral oe 


| of the happineſs of ſome and the myſery of © 


others. He made no diſcovery of the Mag 


| zalia of Art, or Nature; no, not of thoſe, 


whereby the propagation of the Goſpel might 
have been much advarxced, viz. the Myſtery 
of Printing, and the Magnet ; and yet no 


_ one uſeth his /ilexce in theſe inftances as an 
E argument againſt the being of things,which. 


ate evident objects of ſenſe I confeſs, the 
omiſſion of ſome of theſe particulars is 
pretty ſtrange, and unaccountable , and 


| concludes our 77xoraxce of the reaſons, and - 


menages of Providence; but I ſuppoſe, 


nhing ele I thought, I needed here to 


have ſaid no more, bur I conſider, In con- 
ſequence of this objetFion, it is pretended ; 
That as CHRIST FESUS drive the Devil 
from his Temples, and his Altars (as is 
clear in the Ceſſation of Oracles, which 
dwindled away, and at laſt grew -filent 
ſhortly upon his appearance ) ſo in like 
manner, 'tis ſaid, that he bariſht Him —_ 

1s 
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his /eſſer holds in| Sorcerers, and Witches, 
which argument. is peccant both. in what it 
afarms, and in what it would zxfer. For 

_ (t.) The; coming' of the. H. FESU s 
did-not expell.che Devil fromall the greater 
places of his reſidexce,, and worſhip ; for a 
conſiderable part of barbarous' Mankind. do 
him pablique,  ſolenin homage,to this day: So 
that rhe very;fourdation of the pretence fails, 
and the Coxſeqnexce without any more. adoe | 
comes to: nothing. And yet befides, 

. (2) Ut rhere be any-Credzt to be given to 
Ecclefiaſtick Hiſtory, there were perſons 
poſlefied with Devils ſome Ages after Chrift, 
whom. the Dzſceples calt out by prayer, and: | 
the'7zwocation of his name: So that Sathan 
was -not. driven -from his /eſſer habitations, 
afloon as he , was forced from his more fa- | 
2201 abodes. And I ſce no-reaſon | 

(3) why, Though Divine providence would | 


| Not allow himpubliquelytoabuſe the Nati- 


0x5, whom he: had defigned.in aſhort time 
after, for ſubjects of his.Soz”s Kingdom, and 
to ſtand up in the face of Retigion in an oper 
affront to the Divinity that planted it, to 
the great hinderance. of the progreſs of the 
Goſpel, -and diſcouragement of Chriſtian 
hopes; 1ſay, Though providence would 
not allow this height of infolent oppoſitton , 
yet 
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yet 1 ſee 'not why: we may nor. grant, thar 
God however; permitted the Devil to; ſneak 


into: ſome provate ſkulking. holes, - and: to 
trade with the particular more devotredwaſe 


fals of his wicked Empire: As we know that 


when our Saviour had chaſed him from the 
man that was- poſſeſſed, he permitted* his 
retreat imto the herd of Swize.. And I might 
add . Qu it 

(4) That'ris bur a 4a4 way. of argumg, 
to ſet up phancyed 'congruityes againlt plain 
experience, as is* evidently; done by. thoſe 
arzuers, who, becauſe they 'think/that Chriſt 
chaſed the Devil trom all his high places of 
worſhip when he came; that *as therefore 
fit he ſhould have: forced him from all his 
other leſs motorious Haunts : and, upon the 
imagination of a decency, which they trame, 
conclude a fat, contrary to the. greateſt 
cvidence of which the thing is capable. And 


5 oncemore }- 


| (5) The-conſequence of. this. 792agied 
Detornm, it it'be purſued,” would be: ths; 
that Sarhaz ſhould" now be deprived of all 
the wayes, and tricks of Cozenage, whereby 
he abuſeth us ; and: zazkznad fince the com- 
ming of Chris4,ſhould have beenſecure from 
all his Temprazions; for there is a greater 
Congruity in believing, that, when he was 
forced 
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forced from his haunts-1n Temples and pub- 
lzque places,' he ſhould be pur allo from 
thoſe zearer..ones, about us and within us in 
his daily temptations of univerſal Mankind ; 
Then, ; that upon: relinquiſhing zhoſe , he 
ſhould be made to leave all proteſt commu- 
wication and correſpondence with thoſe pro- 
Hheate petlons,whoſe wileneſs had fittedrhem 
for ſach Company. | 

$0 that theſeReaſoners are very Fair for 
the dexial of all internal Diabolical Temptati- ij 
ous, And becauſe I durſt- not truſt them, | 
I'le crave your leave here toadd ſomethings | 
concerning thoſe. 

In order to which, that I may obtain the 
favour of thoſe wary perſons, who are ſo 
coy, and ſby of their aſſent, .I grant 5 That 
men frequently out of a defire to excuſe | 
themſelves, lay their ewz guilt upon the 
- Dewil, and charge him with things of which 
in earneſt he is not gai/ty : For,l doubt not 
but every wicked man hath Devi/enough in 
his ewe ature to prompt him to Evil,and 
.necds not axether Tempter to incite him. Burt 
yet, that Sathan endeavours to further our 
wickedxeſi, and our ruin by his znticements, 
and goes up and down, ſecking whom he may 
dewoar, is too evidentin the holy Oracles, 


to need my endeavours particularly -to 
make 
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make ir good ; Only thoſe diffident men 
cannot perhaps apprehend the »2anzer of 
the” operation, and trom thence are tempted” 
to believe , that there is really no ſuch 
thing. Therefore 1 judge it requiſite to 
explain #his, and "tis not unfurable ro my 
general ſubject. 
' Inorderts it I conſider , That ſenſe is 
primarily cauled- by motion 1n the organ}, 
| which by continuity 1s conveyed to the 
brain, where ſenſation is immediately per- . 
formed ; and Ir 1s pothing elſe, but a notice 
excited in the ſoul by the izpalſe of an ex- 
ternal object, Thus it is in ſimple, outward 
| ſexſe. but 7magination, though cauſed jm- 
mediately by material motion alſo, yet it dit- 
fets from the external ſenſes in this, That 
@ tis not from an impreſs direftly trom with- 
out, bur the prime , and original motion is 
from within our ſelves: Thus the ſoul it 
ſelt ſometimes ſtrikes upon rhoſe ſtrings, 
whoſe motion begets ſuch, and ſuch phaxe 
faſmes , otherwhile, the hoſe ſpirits wan- 
dring up and down in the brain, caſually 
hit upon ſuch filements aud fringes whoſe 
motion excites a conception, which we call 
a phapcy, or imagination ; and if the evidence 
ot the outward ſenſes be ſhut out by fleep | 
or melancholly, in either caſe , we believe 
I thoſe 
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thoſe repreſentations to be real and exter- 
aal tranſactions, when they are only within 
our heads; Thus it is in Enthuſiaſms, and 
Dreams. And behdes zheſe canſes of the 
motions which ſtir imagination , there is 
little doubt, bur. rhat Spirits good, or bad 
can {o move the 7ſtruments of ſexſe in the 
brain as to awake ſuch imaginations, as they 
havea mind to excite ; and the imagination 
having a mighty z#flaexce uponthe affect;- 
ers, and they upon the will, and external 
attions, *tis very calie to conceive how 
Good Angels may itir us up to Religion, and 
wvertue, and the - Evil ones Tempt us to 
Lewdneſs, and vice, viz. by repreſentments 


that they make upon the ſfage of 7magina-| 
tion, winch invite our affections, and} 
allure, though they cannot corpe!, our 
wlls . | | ' 

This I take to be an 7ntellizible account} 
of temprations, and allo of Anpelical in-Þ 
couragements ; and perhaps th 1s the only 
way of immediate influence that the Spirits 
of the other world, have upon us. And by 
It, *tis calie to give an account of Dreams 
both 1/oritory, and Temperamental, E mthu- 
fiaſms, Fanatick extaſies and the like, as 1 
ſuggeſted. 
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| Thus Sir, to the FIRST, But the other 


pretence aWo mult be examined. 
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(2) ELCEES are ceaſt, there- 
& fore the preſumed altions'i of 
witchcraft are tales, and illuſions. | * 7 
To make a due return to zi, we mult 
conſider a great and difficult Problems 
which is, What is a real Miracle? :And 
for anſwer, ro this weighty Queſtion'; 1 
think, | JO 
(:.) OW it is not the ſtrangeneſs, of 
unaccountableneſs of the thing 
dowe ſtaply, from whence we are to con- 
clude a Aracle. For then, we are ſo to 
account of all the Magnalia of Nature, and 
all the 22y/teries of thoſe honeſt Arts, which 
we do not underſtand. 22K 
| Nor, (2) is this the Criterion of a 
Miracle, That it 1s an action or event be-- 
yond all zatural powers ; for we are igno- 
rant of the extext, and bounds of Natives 
ſphere, and poſſibilities : And if this were: 
I 2 the 
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the charaFer,and eſſential mark of a Miracle, 
we could not know what was ſo ; except 
we could determine the extezxt of natural 
cauſalities, and fix their bounds, and be able 
to ſay to Nature, Hitherto canſt Thou go, 
and no further. And he that makes this his 
meaſure whereby to judge a eMzracle, is 
himſelf the greateſt Hiracle of knowledge, 
or-z1mmodefty, Belides, though an effect may 
tranſcend really all the' powers of meer nature; 
yet there is a wor/d of ſþirits that muſt be 
taken into our account. And as to them 
alſo'Iſay, : | ; | 

_ (3) Every thing 1s. not a A4rracle that is 
done- by Agents ſupernatural; There is no 
doubt but that Evil ſpirits can make wor- 
aderful combinations of natural canſes, and 
perhaps perform' many things immediately 
which arc prodzgiors, and beyond the /ongeſt 
ne oi-Nature: but yet T bee are not'there- | 
fore to be called Afrracles ; tor, THEY are | 
SACRED WONDERS ,and ſuppoſe the POWER 
zo be DIVINE. But how ſhall the power be 
known to be ſo,when we fo little underſtand 
the capacities, and extext of the abilities of | 
lower Agents? The Anſwer to this Queſtion 
will diſcover the (riterion of Miracles , 
which muſt be ſuppoſed to have. all the 
former particulars; (Ticy arc awacconntable, 
| beyond 
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beyond the powers of meer nature, and done 
by Agents ſupernataral) and to theſe mult 
be ſuperadded, , | 

(4) Thar they have peculiar circumſtances 
that ſpeak them of a Divine Original, Their 
mediate Authors declare them ta be ſo, and* 
they are alwayes perſons of Simplicity, Truth, 
and Holizeſs, woid of Ambition , and all 
ſecular Deſigns. They ſeldom uſe Ceremonies, 
or zatural Applications, aud yet ſurmount 
all the adivities of known nature, They 
work thoſe wonders,not to raiſc admiration, 
or out of the wvaxity to be zalk't of ; but to 
ſeal and confirm ſome divine Dottrine ,- or 
Commiſſion, in which the good, and happineſs 
ofthe world is concern'd. I fay, by fuch 
circumſtances as theſe, wonderful a&ions are 
known to be from a Divine cauſe ; and that 
makes, and diſtinguifheth a Miracle. 

And thus 1 am prepared for an anſwer to 
the Objettion, to which 1 make this brief 
return , That though WITCHES by 
their Confederate Spirit do thoſe odd, and 
aſtoniſhing things we believe of them ; yet 
are they no Aracles, there being evidence 
enough from the badzeſs of their /ives, and 
the r:diculousCeremonies of their performances, 
from their »2alice and miſchievous deſigns, 
that the POWER that works, and the end 
E 3 for 
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for which thoſe things are done, is not 
Divine, but Diabolical. And by ſingular 
Providence they are not ordinarily permutred, 
as much as to pretend to any new ſacred 
Diſcoveries in matters of Religion, or to 
act any thing for confirmation of DoFtrinal 
Impoſtures. So that whether Airacles are 
ceaſed, or not, theſe are zone. And that ſuch 
Miracles as are only ſtrange, and unaccoun- 
table pertormances, above the common 
methods of art or nature, are not ceasd, we 
have a late great evidence in the famous 
GREATRAK; concerning whom it will 
not be impertinent to add rhe following 
account which I had in a Letter from the 
Reverend Dr. 'R. Dean of C. A perſon of 
great - veracity, and a Philoſopher, This 
learned Gentleman then is pleaſed thus to- 
write. 


"= 0:5 great diſcourſe now at the Cof- 
66 fee-Houſes, and every where , 
* is about M. 6G. the famous 1r!ſþ Stroker, 
*© concerning whom it is like you expect an 
*© account from me. He undergoes various 
<* cenſures here, ſome take him to be a 
* Cornurer,and fome an 12poſtor, but others 
_ © again adore him as an poſtle. I confeſs 
<I rhink the man is free | 6 all cfg, 
O 
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« of a very agreeable converſation, not 
<« addiQed to any Yice, nor to any Sec?,: or 
* Party; butis,I bclievc, a fizcere Proteſtant. 
<1 was three weeks together with him at 
* my Lord Conwaygd, and ſaw him, I think; 
« lay his hands upon a thouſand perions 3 
«and really there is ſome thing 1n it more 
ten ordinary; but I am con\inc'd it 1s not 
<« miraculous. 1 have (cen pains ſtrangely 
« fly before his hand till he hath chaſed 
« them out of the body , dizzneſs cleared, 
and deafneſs curcd by his 7erco ; twenty 
« perſons at ſeveral times in F/#s of the 
« Falling Sickneſs, were in two or three 
* minutes brought to themſelves, {o.4s to 
«tell where their pain was, and: then he 
« hath purſued it till he hath driven it out 
*ar ſomc extream part ; Running Sores 
« of the Kizgs Evil drycd up, and, Kernels 
© brought to a Suppuration by his hand ; 
© 97ievores Sores of many moneths date, 1 
*tew daycs healed, Obſtructions,and Stoppings 
© removed, Cancerons Knots tn the breait 
«© difſokved, &c. 

*© Bur yer I have many reaſons to ' 
** perfwade me , that nothing of all this 
"*1S 7iracnloys ; He pretends not to give 
'* Teftimony to any DofFrine, the manner of 
* his operation ſpeaks it to be zatural, the 
I 4 ' cure 
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© care {eldom ſucceeds without reiterated 
© touches, his Patients often relapſe, he fails 
* frequently, he can do nothing where 
© there 15 any Decay in nature, and any 
*© D:ſterppers are not at all obedient to his 
<* zonch.So that I confeſsl refer all his vertue 
* to his particular temper and complexion,and 
© I take his Spirits to be a kind of Elixir, 
* and univerſal Ferment ; and that he cures 
*« (as Dr. 2. cxpreſfleth it) by a ſanative 
** Contarion, 


This Sir, was the Firſt Account of the 
Healer, T had from that Reverend Perſon, 
which with me ſignifies more, then the 
atteFtations of multitudes of ordinary Re- 

orters ; 'and no doubt but it will do fo 

likewiſe, with all that know that exccllentÞ 
mans fingular zntegrity and judgment. But 
beſides this, upon my inquiry into ſome other 
particulars about rhis matter, I received 
theſe further Informations. 


* As for M. G. what opinion he hath of 
& his own Gift, and how he'came to know 
*< it > Ianſwer, He hath a different appre- 
© henſton of it from yours, and mine, and 
*© certainly believing it to be an mmead;ate 
* Gift from heaven; and *tis no Res 
or 
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« for he 1s 20 Philoſopher. And you will 
& wonder leſs, when you hear how he came 
«to know it, as I have often received it 
« from his own mouth. About three or 
* four years ago head a ſtrong 7pulſe upon 
« his ſpirit, thar@ntinually purſued him 
© whatever he was about, at his Buſineſs, or 
«© Devotion, alone, or in company, that ſpake 
{© ro him by this izward ſuggeſtion | 1 have 
« given thee the gift of curing the Evil.| 
* This ſuggeſtion was ſo importunate, that 
& he. complained to his Wite , That he 
« thought he was haunted : She appre- 
« hended it as an extravagancy of- Fancy, 
<«« but he told her he believed there was 
«© more init, and was reſolved to try. He 
« did not lons want opportunity. There 


| © was a neighbour of his grievouſly afflicted 


« with the Xz2s-Evil, He ſtroked her , 
«and the effe& ſucceeded. And for about 
* a twelve-month together he pretended to 
«cure no other Diſtemper. . But then the 
* Agwe being very rife in the Neighbour- 
* hood, the ſame 1mpulſe after the ſame 
**© manner ſpoke within him, | 7 have grver 
< thee the gift of curing the Ague; | and 
© mecting with perſons in their Fits, and 
* taking them by the hand, or laying his 
© hand upon their Breaſts, the xe lefr 


them . 
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« them. Abour halta year after the accy- 
<« ftomed mpulſe became more gereral , 
& and ſuggeſted to him | 7 have giver thee 
&« the gift of Healing : | and then he ar- 
« tempted all Diſcaſe-d;Ferextly. And 
<* though he ſaw ſtranFe effedts, yet he 
© doubted whether the cauſe were any 
< yertue that came from him, or the peo- 
&« ples fancy : To convince him of his zx- 
&« credulity, as he lay one night in bed, one 
« of his hands was ſtruck dead, and the 
« uſual impulſe ſuggeſted to him to make 
<«tryal of 'his vertue upon himſelf, which 
<« he.djd, ſtroking it with his other hand , 
<« 2nd then it immediately returned to its 
<« former /zvelineſs, This was repeated 
two or three nights (or mornings ) to- 
<< gether. | 
« This is his Relatio , and I believe 
& there is ſo much {incerity in the perſon, 
c that he tells no more than what he be- 
© lieves to be 7re. To ſay that this Impulſe 
<« too was but a reſult of his temper, and 
< that it is but like Dreams that are uſually” 
& according to mens conſtitutions, doth not . 
« ſeem a probable account of the Phene- 
& 22x08. Perhaps ſome may think it more 
6 likely, that ſome Gerzzs who underſtood - 
© the ſanative wertnue of his (Complexion ; 
cc 41 
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« and the readineſs of his minde, and abi- 
« /jty of his body, to pur it in execution, 
« might give him notice of Zhat which o- 
« therwiſe might have been for ever an- 


« kzown to him, ang ſo the Gift of God had 
<« been to no purpoſe. 


This Sir, is my Learned and Reverend 
Friend's Relation, and I judge his Reflecti- 
ons AS ingenions, as his report 1s ſincere, I 
ſhall ſay no more about it bur zh , that 
many of thoſe matters of Fatt, have been 
_ fince critically iſpeffed and examined by 
ſeveral ſagaciows and deep ſearches of the 
ROYAL SOCIETY, whom we 
may ſuppoſe as unlikely ro be deceived by 
a contrived Impoſture, as any perſons ex- 
tant. 


And now; Sir, *tis fit that I relieve your: 
p—_ and I ſhall do fo, when I have 
aid, that To can abundantly prove, what 
have thus attempted to defexd: And that - 
among the many Obligations your Country 
hath to you, for the Wiſdom and Diligence 
of your Endeavours in its ſervice; your 
Ingenious Induſtry for the Detecting of 
thoſe Yile Pratticers , 1s not the leaſt cop- 
fiderable, To which IT will adde no mo 

ur 
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but the Confeſſiop who 'It is that hath given 
you all this trouble ; which I know you 


are ready to pardon, to the reſpec and. 
good Intentions of 


\ 
SIR, 
Your Aﬀeitionate aud Oblized 


Honourer and Servant, 


J. G. 


